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Greetings from the Conference Organizing Committee
Dear participants of the 1st Graz/Puerto Rico International Conference on Human Rights from an Inter-American Perspective,
We offer you a warm welcome, whether you are joining online or from the premises of the University of Graz, Austria. We are thrilled to
have you all here with us. When we developed the idea for this conference in 2019 in conjunction with the Visiting Fulbright Scholar Don
E. Walicek at the Center for Inter-American Studies at the University of Graz, Austria, we never expected the complexities and challenges
that we would face as planning unfolded.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we were not able to host the conference in January 2022, the month marking the 20th year of the opening
of the U.S. military prison at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, which was established just months after the terrorist attacks of 9/11. We had to
postpone it to May, unaware of how current global challenges and wars would make the topic of our conference Camps, (In)justice, and
Solidarity all the more pressing.
Anniversaries such as the one that motivated this conference offer opportunities to pause, look back, and imagine the future anew, but
also what insights and changes this will foster? What narratives will resonate with the calls for justice and healing that have shaped and
still circulate around Guantánamo Bay? What actions and forms of solidarity and comparisons should they sustain? Shortly after the
detention of Muslim men identified as enemy combatants began at Guantánamo Bay, the late American Studies scholar Amy Kaplan
that it was an anomaly
that could become a norm. In the almost two decades that have passed since then, the narratives that Kaplan refers to still call for analysis
and discussion. Moreover, a review of the presentations in our program shows that the practices, ideologies, and misinterpretations of
justice that made the facility so controversial have long been widespread in various regions of the word.
Deeply implicated in long-term struggles about what the future should look like, Guantánamo puts the past and present in meaningful
dialogue. What is the best way forward? What roles can an Inter-American perspective that values interdisciplinarity play? How can
Guantánamo inform the comparison of camps and sites of incarceration in disparate places? How can it nurture solidarity? This
international conference brings together scholars, graduate students, former prisoners who have emerged as writers and activists, human
rights advocates, lawyers, researchers, and artists to engage these and related questions.
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Held on the cusp of a global pandemic, this conference is a sign that fruitful and peaceful collaboration involving a diverse set of people
and institutions is possible, and that dialogue is the best tool that humans have for facing the current global challenges. It underscores the
significance of transnational solidarity, and the commitment that institutions of higher education have to engaging important problems
and creating new knowledge. Please, join us in enriching this dialogue and in extending it once we return to our respective homes. All of
us will undoubtedly benefit from this exchange of ideas and the critical perspectives that it inspires.
We are very much looking forward to a productive conference!
The Conference Organizing Committee
Roberta Maierhofer, Don E. Walicek, Christian Cwik, Nicole Haring, and Frederick Reinprecht
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Conference Program at a Glance
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Conference Program
Conference Online Events
Monday, May 23
2:00 pm 2:30 pm
Online Opening and Words of Welcome
Acting Rector Peter Riedler (University of Graz, Austria- virtual remarks)
Agnes M. Bosch Irizarry (Dean of College of Humanities, University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus)
Roberta Maierhofer (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria) and Don E. Walicek (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus)
Art from Guantánamo by Mansoor Adayfi (Yemen, Serbia-online)

2:30 pm

3:45 pm

Online Panel #1
Chair: Frederick Reinprecht (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria)
Eyla M. Santiago Ramos (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus):
C cile Accilien (Kennesaw State University, USA): The Interpreter and Photographer as Eye/I/Witness to the Inhumane
Treatment of Haitians at Guantánamo Bay
Mónica María Del Valle Idárraga (Universidad de La Salle, Bogotá, Colombia): Infantes en Balsas: Niñxs Haitianxs Detenidos en
la Base Naval de Guantánamo

3:45 pm

4:00 pm Break
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4:00 pm

5:15 pm

Online Panel #2
Chair: Dagmar Wallenstorfer (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria)
Zachary J. M. Beier & Suzanne Francis-Brown (University of the West Indies Mona, Jamaica): History, Archaeology, and Global
Heritage at the Gibraltar Camp, The University of the West Indies Mona, Jamaica
Nikita Budree & Kimberley Hunte (University of the West Indies, Trinidad & Tobago): Detention Island: A Snapshot of Nelson
Juan Paz y Mini Cepeda (Pontificia Universidad Católica del Ecuador, Quito): El Drama de la Guerra M
N

5:15 pm

5:30 pm Break

5:30 pm

7:30 pm

Listas

Online Panel #3
Chair: Don E. Walicek (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus)
Erazo Acosta Eduardo (University Nariño, Pasto, Colombia): Discourse in Post-Conflict in Colombia, Regional Perspectives and
Paradoxes, Approaches in International Relations
Tim Bowman (West Texas A&M University, USA): From Fascists to Farm Workers: The Racialization of Agricultural Workers
in the Hereford Migrant Labor Camp
Natalia Fernandez Crisorio (Universidad del Cine, Buenos Aires, Argentina): Espacios, Memoria y Registro. El Registro
Audiovisual y Fotográfico de los Espacios de Memoria de la Argentina en el Presente
Jennie Snow (Brown University, USA): Reading Guantánamo Bay Prison: The Humanitarian Conscience and the Politics of
Address
Anderson Brettas (Instituto Federal del Triângulo Mineiro. Uberaba, Brazil): Las Dictaduras Militares Brasileñas (1964 / 1985)
y la Paraguaya de A. Stroessner (1954 / 1989): Memorias y Representaciones en la Historia Enseñada de Brasil y Paraguay
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Conference On-Site Events
Thursday, May 26
Location: Center for Inter-American Studies (C.IAS) (Elisabethstr. 59/II)

9:00 am

1:00 pm

Registration
Location: KULTUM (Mariahilferplatz 3)

1:00 pm

2:00 pm

Registration

2:00 pm

3:30 pm

Words of Welcome
Florian Traussnig (KULTUM Graz, Austria)
Roberta Maierhofer (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria)
Local Panel on Regional Camps in Austria
Chair: Christian Cwik (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria)
Bernhard Bachinger (Museum Graz, Austria): The Adaption of Camp Infrastructure: Multifunctional Camps in Styria during the
National Socialist Era
Philipp Lesiak (BIK, University of Graz, Austria): The Mauthausen Concentration Camp System and its Ramifications in Styria
Dieter Bacher (BIK, University of Graz, Austria): Encampment in the Soviet Occupation Zone in Austria. Current State of
Research and New Approaches
Philipp Mettauer (Institute for Jewish History, Austria): The Lower Austrian Psychiatric Hospital Mauer-Öhling during the
National Socialist Era
Reception
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Location: AULA, University of Graz (Universitätsplatz 3)

3:30 pm

6:00 pm

Registration

6:00 pm 8:30 pm
Welcome Reception
Moderators: Nicole Haring and Christian Cwik (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria)
Music: Amaru Sunqu (Grupo Andino Latinoamericano, Perú, Ecuador, Argentina, Chile and Bolivia)
Welcome Remarks
Josef Smolle (Representative of the National Council of Styria)
Elke Kahr (Mayor of Graz, Austria)
Acting Rector Peter Riedler (University of Graz, Austria - virtual remarks)
Helmut Konrad (Conference President, University of Graz, Austria)
Roberta Maierhofer (Director of the Center for Inter-American Studies (C.IAS), University of Graz, Austria)
Don E. Walicek (Academic Committee, University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus) and Christian Cwik (Academic
Committee, Center for Inter-American Studies (C.IAS), University of Graz, Austria)
Opening Remarks
Introduction: Don E. Walicek (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus)
Lakhdar Boumediene (Algeria, Bosnia & Herzegovina, France): Author of Witnesses of the Unseen. Seven Years in Guantánamo
(2017)
Ahmed Errachidi (Morocco): Author of The General, The Ordinary Man Who Challenged Guantánamo (2013)
Mohamedou Houbeini (Mauritania, the Netherlands): Author of Guantánamo Diary (2015, 2017) & The Actual True Story of
Ahmed & Zarga (2021)
Introduction: Jana Lipman (Tulane University, USA)
Noam Chomsky (Arizona State University/MIT, USA - virtual remarks)
10

Poetry Reading:
Essah Cozett Díaz (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus): Poetic Cartographies of the Witness
José Ramón Sánchez Levya (Casa de Cultura, Ciudad de Guantánamo, Cuba): Buscando problemas: 3 poemas de la base naval
Art Presentation
Pamela Calero (Barcelona, Spain): InJustice
Opening Lecture
A. Naomi Paik (University of Illinois, USA):
Conference Reception
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Friday, May 27
Location: University of Graz (Heinrichstraße 36)

9:00 am

10:00 am

HS 11.01
Special Lecture
Chair: Christian Cwik (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria)
Jana Lipman (Tulane University, USA):
Imperial Archipelago

10:00 pm

10:30 am

Coffee Break

10:30 am

12:00 pm

HS 11.01
Panel #1
Chair: A. Naomi Paik (University of Illinois, USA)
Jessica Adams (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus): Extralegal/Hyperlegal: Guantánamo and the Crisis of Empire
José Ramón Sánchez Levya (Casa de Cultura, Ciudad de Guantánamo, Cuba): Construir Una Base de P
Autor es Prisionero de sus Propias P
Don E. Walicek (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus): Freedom and the Figured Worlds of Guantánamo Bay
Esther Whitfield (Brown University, USA): Guantánamo and the Idea of Home
HS 11.02
Panel #2
Chair: Eric Jennings (University of Toronto, Canada)
Jonathan Cortez (Brown University, USA): The Age of Encampment: The Rise of Federally-Funded Camps in the United States,
1933-1946
12

Martin Gabriel (University of Klagenfurt, Austria): Reducciones de Indios
Indigenous Resilience in Spanish America
Florian Traussnig (BIK University of Graz, Austria):
War II

Imperial Rule, Religious Indoctrination, and

HS 11.03
Panel #3
Chair: Georg Schendl (FH Campus Vienna, Austria)
Christian Cwik (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria): Austrian Enemy Aliens in Trinidadian Internment Camps, 1940-45
Jorge Enrique Elias Caro (Universidad del Magdalena, Colombia): Los Campos de Concentración en Colombia durante la
Segunda Guerra Mundial
Sergio Guerra Vilaboy (Universidad de La Habana, Cuba): Historia del Reclusorio Cubano de Isla de Pinos y los Prisioneros
Alemanes y Japonenses Durante la Segunda Guerra Mundial

12:00 pm

1:30 pm

Lunch

1:30 pm

2:30 pm

HS 11.01
Special Lecture
Chair: Don E. Walicek (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus)
José Sánchez Guerra (Academia de la Historia de Cuba, Cuba): Guantánamo: Terrorismo y Usurpación (1959-1970)

2:30 pm

3:00 pm

Coffee Break
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3:00 pm

4:30 pm

HS 11.01
Panel #4
Chair: Jessica Adams (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus)
Gale Coskan-Johnson (Brock University in Ontario, Canada): Posturing, Performing, and Speaking Back: Reading Detainee
Resistance
Teodora Tea Ristevska & Iztok Prezelj (University of Ljubljana, Slovenia): Democratic Security after 9/11: A Political Discourse
Analysis of the US Presidential Speeches on Guantánamo Bay
Michael J.
From Historical Anecdote to Human Rights
Guantánamo Bay Prison
Maha Hilal (Muslim Counterpublics Lab, USA): Excluding Guantánamo: Abolition and the Question of Redeemability
HS 11.02
Panel #5
Chair: Christian Cwik (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria)
Marco Cabrera Geserick (Gustavus Adolphus College, Minnesota, USA): Understanding the Cuban Reconcentración: A View
from Latin America
Fernando Bruquetas de Castro (Universidad Las Palmas, Spain): Presencia Canaria en la Guerra del 95-98 y en los Preliminares
Lucia Vieira Vera (Universidad Pontificada de São Paulo, Brazil): Modalidades de los Campos de Concentración en el Brasil
Republicano: el Estado del Arte de la Producción Historiográfica Sobre el Tema
Jaydy Mir Sira (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras): Discourses about AIDS and the Detention of HIV Positive Haitians at
Camp Bulkeley
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HS 11.03
Panel #6
Chair: Esther Whitfield (Brown University, USA)
Maritza Stanchich (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus):
Jan S. Carlo Irizarry (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus): Love Encapsuled in Walls
Andrea Strutz (BIK, University of Graz, Austria):
Fascist Italy and Internment in Canada
Location: Willi-Gaisch Lecture Hall, University of Graz (Heinrichstraße 36)

6:00 pm

8:30 pm

Reading Guantánamo (HYBRID)
Moderators: Don E. Walicek (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus) & Frederick Reinprecht (C.IAS, University of Graz,
Austria)
Former Prisoners and Authors:
Mansoor Adafyi (Yemen, Serbia-online):
(2021)
Moazzam Begg (United Kingdom-online): Enemy Combatant: A British Muslim's Journey to Guantánamo and Back (2006)
Lakhdar Boumediene (Algeria, Bosnia & Herzegovina, France): Witnesses of the Unseen. Seven Years in Guantánamo (2017)
Ahmed Errachidi (Morocco): The General, The Ordinary Man Who Challenged Guantánamo (2013)
Mohamedou Houbeini (Mauritania, the Netherlands): Guantánamo Diary (2015, 2017), The Actual True Story of Ahmed & Zarga
(2021)

15

Saturday, May 28
Location: University of Graz (Heinrichstraße 36)

9:00 am

10:00 am

HS 11.01
Special Lecture:
Chair: Roberta Maierhofer (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria)
Julia Roth (University of Bielefeld, Germany): Bodies and Spaces of Exception? Thinking Intersectionalities Translocationally as
Interdependent Inequalities

10:00 pm

10:30 am

Coffee Break

10:30 am

12:00 pm

HS 11.01
Panel #7
Chair: Nicole Haring (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria)
Jenna Ann Altomonte (Mississippi State University, USA): Musings from the Cell: Creative Interventions from Spaces of
Exception
Michael Cortés Bernard (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus): Echoes in Sleepless Nights: Guantánamo Poets
Counteract
Olga Pinjung (University of Szeged, Hungary): Finding a Tribe in a Hopeless Place: Mansoor Adayfi & Guantánamo Bay
HS 11.02
Panel #8
Chair: Martina Braunegger (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria)
Benedikt Grubesic (University of Graz, Austria): Violated by Green: Violence against Republican Women during the Irish Civil
War
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Marigona Bekteshi Ferati (National Academy of Theatre and Film Arts; Sofia, Bulgaria): Educational Theatre as a Method of
Overcoming the Consequences for Women-Survivors of Violence during the Kosovo War
Maria Mercone (University Coimbra, Portugal, CES/FEUC): Anti-Racist Pedagogy as a Radical Praxis: African-American
Feminist Prison Writings
HS 11.03
Panel #9
Chair: Sergio Guerra Vilaboy (University of Havana, Cuba)
Omar Granados (University of Wisconsin La Crosse, USA): Voces Olvidadas del Mariel: Raza, Hospitalidad y Cultura Impresa
en el Programa de Bases Militares y Campamentos de Refugiados del Éxodo del Mariel (1980-1982)
Víctor-Jacinto Flecha (Universidad Nacional de Pilar, Paraguay): Comisión de Verdad y Justicia de Paraguay (2004-2008). La
Investigación de las Violaciones de los Derechos Humanos Durante la Longeva Dictadura 1954-1989
Alejo Maldonado Gallardo (Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolás de Hidalgo, México): La Política Exterior del Presidente
Lázaro Cárdenas: Derechos Humanos y Autodeterminación de los Pueblos
Ámbar A. Justo Fernández (Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo UASD): Amín Abel Hasbún y Sagrario Ercira Díaz: Los
hijos ejemplares del Alma Mater. Héroes de la juventud.
SR 11.10
Panel #10
Chair: Don E. Walicek (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus)
Lakhdar Boumediene (Algeria, Bosnia, France): Witnesses of the Unseen. Seven Years in Guantánamo (2017)
Ahmed Errachidi (Morocco): The General, The Ordinary Man Who Challenged Guantánamo (2013)
Mohamedou Houbeini (Mauritania, the Netherlands): Guantánamo Diary (2015, 2017), The Actual True Story of Ahmed & Zarga
(2021)

12:00 pm

1:30 pm

Lunch
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1:30 pm

2:30 pm

HS 11.01
Special Lecture
Legal Cases of Guantánamo
Chair: Gerd Oberleitner und Lisa Heschl (ETC, University of Graz, Austria)
Bernhard Docke (Lawyer of former detainee Murat Kurnaz, Germany)

2:30 pm

3:00 pm

Coffee Break

3:00 pm

4:30 pm

HS 11.01
Panel #11
Chair: Esther Whitfield (Brown University, USA)
Terri Tomsky (University of Alberta, Canada):
Alexandra Moore (Binghamton University, USA): Rendition and Representation: Material Witnessing and Performance in the
HS 11.02
Panel #12
Chair: Julia Roth (University of Bielefeld, Germany):
Eugenio Geigel (Supreme Court, U.S. Virgin Islands) & Alma Simounet-Bey (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus):
Puerto Rico, a Nation that Belongs to but is not a Part of: A Human Rights Dilemma for the United States, a Legal and Cultural
Anomaly
Krajnc (University of Maribor, Slovenia): Terrorism Frames in Donald Trump's Rhetoric
Diana Coleman (Northern Arizona University, USA): The Barzakh Decades: Speaking While Muslim with the Wire in Mind
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HS 11.03
Panel #13
Chair: Max Scriwanek (National Archives of Curacao)
Ángela Altagracia Fernández (Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo): El Batey: De Plaza Ceremonial Indígena a Viviendas
Colectivas en los Ingenios Azucareros Dominicanos
Alexander Robins (Coolbellup Community School, Australia), Rosero Carlos & Albeniz Tique (Leaders of Colombia s Ethnic
Commission for Peace and the Defense of Territorial Rights):
- Conflict in the Cauca Valley: Indigenous and
Afro-Colombian Perspectives on Attaining and Sustaining Peace
René Villaboy Zaldivar (Universidad de La Habana, Cuba): La Plantación y el Barracon o la Génesis de los Campos de
Concentración en la Historia Atlántica
SR 11.10
Panel #14 (Hybrid)
Chair: Frederick Reinprecht (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria)
Jason T. Eberl (Saint Louis University, USA):
Patricia L. Brace (Southwest Minnesota State University, USA): Limited Existence: The Heterotopias of Holograms and Androids
in the Star Trek Universe
Location: Graz Town Hall (Hauptplatz 1)

6:00 pm

8:30 pm

Evening Event: Mayor's Reception at Graz Town Hall
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Sunday, May 29
Location: University of Graz (Heinrichstraße 36)

9:00 am

10:00 am

HS 11.01
Special Lecture:
Chair: Christian Cwik (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria)
Eric Jennings (University of Toronto, Canada): Interning European Anti-Nazi Refugees in Wartime Martinique, 1940-1942.

10:00 pm

10:30 am

Coffee Break

10:30 am

12:00 pm

HS 11.01
Panel #15 (Hybrid)
Chair: Christian Cwik (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria)
Georg Schendl (FH Campus Vienna, Austria): The Stadium, the Ship, La Venda Sexy Camps under the Rule of Pinochet in
Chile
Mateu Cristina (Universidad de Buenos Aires, Argentina): Resistencia cultural durante la última dictadura militar en Argentina
Stefan Manz (Aston University Birmingham, UK): British Civilian Camps in the Caribbean and Bermuda during World War I
Beatriz Carolina Crisorio (Universidad de Buenos Aires, Argentina): Resistencia a la Dictadura Argentina (1976-1983). El Papel
de las Organizaciones de Derechos Humanos (Década 1970 Hasta el Presente)
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HS 11.02
Panel #16
Chair: Nicole Haring (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria)
Sandra Tausel (University of Innsbruck, Austria): DeInternment
Dagmar Wallenstorfer (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria): Young Adult Literature and Trauma: Narratives on Human Rights
and Cultural Trauma of Indigenous Children in Residential Schools in the US and Canada
Nicolangelo Becce (Roma Tre University, Italy):
Arwa Elabd (University of Innsbruck, Austria):
HS 11.03
Panel #17
Chair: Don E. Walicek (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus)
José Guerra Sánchez (Academia de la Historia de Cuba, Cuba): Guantánamo: Terrorismo y Usurpación (1959-1970)
Yukyko Takahashi Martínez (Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú; Universitat Autónoma de Barcelona, Spain): Tortura y
Contraterrorismo en el Abismo de la Humanidad: Rescatando la Voz de Abu Zubaydah y Mohamedou Ould Slahi
Miriam Pensack (New York University, USA): Para Salir del Infierno: Forging Sovereignty within the U.S Immigrant Detention
Regime
Candice Camargo (Justice for Muslims Collective, USA): Hegemony vs. Resistance: The Legacy of Guantánamo Bay Prison

2:00 pm

5:00 pm

Graz Human Rights Walks
Three different themed walks through the City of Graz to be signed up for at conference registration
Meeting Point: University of Graz (Heinrichstraße 36) - City Walks will end at the gallery
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Location: Galerie Roter Keil (Idlhofgasse 62, 8020 Graz)

5:00 pm

6:30 pm

Conference Exhibition and Closing Event
Poetry Reading:
Essah Cozett Díaz (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus)
José Ramón Sánchez Levya (Casa de Cultura, Ciudad de Guantánamo, Cuba)
Closing Remarks
Roberta Maierhofer (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria), Don E. Walicek (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus) and
Christian Cwik (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria)
Reception with Food and Drinks
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Poets and Artists - Abstracts and Biographies
Essah Cozett Díaz
University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus

Poetic Cartographies of the Witness
My participation in the conference will consist of the reading of several of my poems. Among these are: (Casualties of the Coup, After the
Rain, No Soy De Aquí, Ni De Allá, and For Daughters Who May Never Become Mothers). These will be part of the opening and closing
ceremonies, as arranged with conference organizers. One of these readings will be part of a bilingual activity in which I present alongside
José Ramón Sánchez Leyva, a poet from Guantánamo City, Cuba. Poetry is important to the conference because of the central role it has
played in the emergence of Caribbean literature and cultural forms and because of its links to the main topics of the conference: the U.S.
military prison at Guantánamo, human rights, and solidarity. In addition, many who have been detained at camps around the world have
consistently turned to poetry as a mode of communication and resistance.
Essah Cozett Díaz is a Liberian-American poet, podcaster, and PhD candidate specializing in Literature and Language of the Englishspeaking Caribbean at the University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus. Her research is rooted in storytelling, migration, and African
traditional healing practices. Díaz is an alumna of the Obsidian Foundation and the Young Scholars of Liberia. Her writing has appeared
in several international print and online publications.
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José Ramón Sánchez Levya
Casa de Cultura, Ciudad de Guantánamo, Cuba

Buscando problemas: 3 poemas de la base naval
Describir el proceso de escritura de un libro de poemas sobre la base naval norteamericana de la bahía de Guantánamo, como un acto
creativo que reconstruye un territorio real, y a la vez es un acto de encierro voluntario en el mismo campo que abre la poesía. Describir
cómo el proceso de escritura de los poemas de la base naval y la prisión que contiene, logra una saturación de la realidad que hace
desbordar la expresión hacia zonas imaginativas: la objetividad a fuerza de acumularse se vuelve subjetiva. Atravesar la historia de la
base desde sus inicios, y sobre todo concentrar la mayor potencia de escritura posible en los eventos que se desencadenan a partir del
11 de septiembre de 2001: a partir de esta fecha Gitmo deja de ser únicamente un escenario regional y bilateral y adquiere un
protagonismo trasatlántico donde vuelven a chocar las placas tectónicas geopolíticas de Oriente y Occidente. Darles la voz rítmica de los
poemas a los prisioneros, para que el autor sea también un prisionero, un parigual de los detenidos. La voz rítmica de los poemas y la
pasión vuelta carácter es la opción para levantar un testimonio que sobrepase el conocimiento anecdótico. Rehacer la ficha de uno de los
prisioneros con 25 textos de El mar y la montaña (1921) de Regino Boti. 25 poemas que sustituyen la información carcelaria y describen
el paisaje natural de la bahía y sus alrededores. Explicar que, sin la triple presión de los contrarios (Cuba, Estados Unidos, prisioneros
musulmanes) sobre un territorio severamente delimitado con fronteras, pero ambiguamente interpretado por las leyes, no se hubiera
creado ese agujero negro que es la base naval, y tampoco se hubieran escrito estos poemas. Mostrar el proceso de escritura de algunos
de los poemas a través de sus múltiples correcciones: la historia de este libro es paralela pero no idéntica a la historia de la base que
procura interpretar. Los poemas son secundarios a la base, y a la vez se organizan como sujeto de su propia singularidad: establecer la
escritura en una zona de fractura política garantiza un flujo de vitalidad.
José Ramón Sánchez Levya (Guantánamo, 3 de noviembre de 1972) es autor de los siguientes libros Aislada noche (2005), Marabú
(2012), El derrumbe (2012), 22 (2017) y Talibán (2018). Es editor de la revista La Noria. Compiló en 2017 la antología bilingüe (españolportugués) de poesía cubana contemporánea Nocaute: 6 Poetas Cuba Hoje. Trabaja como Instructor de Literatura de la Casa de Cultura
Municipal. Actualmente vive en su ciudad natal.
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Pamela Calero
Barcelona, Spain

InJustice
The Art Piece for the Conference Venue for the Commemoration of the 20 th Anniversary of the Guantánamo Bay Detention Camps
Conference is a visual arts project that aims to increase the visual content of the conference by using art, and graphic storytelling, in its
communication in order to reflect about human rights, camps, and imprisonment, in a concise, clever and delicate way. The pro
is to create a visual landmark for the conference that will communicate the topic and the essence of the conference with creativity and
empathy using visual metaphors and point towards the opportunities this Commemoration offers. The art piece will be developed in
animation form (delivered in .GIF and .MP4 formats with still frames in .JPEG format) and will be used for the website and displayed at the
conference venue because GIFs are incredibly powerful for visualizing ideas. The art piece will use transformative words, to make the
viewers and attendees experience the power words have of changing the narrative weight of a word. After all, art has the capacity to
translate complex ideas into more approachable messages, whilst remaining graphic.
Pamela Calero is a pluridisciplinary person and studio focusing on storytelling, small details and big concepts. She is a storyteller with
conceptualizing expertise who translates and transforms the difficult and the complex into simple yet clever ways. She is an artist who
uses soft techniques to talk about hard topics. Small details and big concepts maker her feel alive. The mix of big and small allows her to
find the best physical/ visual form of an idea to potentialize its content and connect with emotions using Design Thinking to create strong
narratives.
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Special Lecturers - Abstracts and Biographies
A. Naomi Paik
University of Illinois, USA
January 2022 marks not only the anniversary of the camps ensnaring "enemy combatants," but it also invites us to consider the neverending War on Terror that created and legitimized this carceral space, as well as the long histories that brought us this bleak occasion of
our convening. This talk will discuss two historical threads entwined at Guantánamo U.S. imperial and U.S. imprisonment regimes. It will
site for migrant detention camps and the questions of economic and military imperialism
and of border regimes that it raises. It will also discuss how Guantánamo as a strategy has spread far beyond its geographic boundaries
to other sites across the globe. If we are to meet again to mark the final closing of the current Guantánamo detention regime, which still
imprisons dozens of men today, then we must work to abolish the carceral, border, and imperial regimes on which it stands.
A. Naomi Paik is the author of bans, walls, raids, sanctuary: understanding U.S. Immigration for the 21st century (2020, university of
California press), which examines the criminalization of immigrants in the U.S. And the need for a radical, abolitionist approach to sanctuary
movements. She also published her first book, Rightlessness: Testimony and redress in U.S. Prison camps since World War II in 2016
(UNC press; winner, best book in history, AAAS 2018; runner-up, John Hope Franklin Prize for best book in American studies, ASA, 2017),
as well as articles, opinion pieces, and interviews in a range of academic and public-facing venues. As a board member of the Radical
History Review, she has co-edited three special issues of the journal
with Ashley Dawson (winter 2023). Collaborating with Gerry Cadava and Cat Ramirez, she i
public books. She is Associate Professor at the University of Illinois. Her research and teaching interests include comparative ethnic
studies; U.S. Imperialism; U.S. Militarism; social and cultural approaches to legal studies; transnational and women of color feminisms;
carceral spaces; and labor, race, and migration.
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Jana Lipman
Tulane University, USA

Archipelago
The U.S. naval base in Guantánamo Bay has been used as both a refugee camp and a detention center, and both have operated outside
the U.S. constitutional and legal framework. What are the distinctions between refugee camps and prisons? And where do refugee camps
fall on the continuum of prisons and confinement? This presentation will analyze two moments when loci of U.S. empire were transformed
into refugee camps for migrant populations. First, it will analyze a key moment in 1980-1981, when the U.S. government sent more than
1000 Haitians to a makeshift refugee camp on a U.S. military base in Puerto Rico. Second, it will examine the stories of Cuban balseros
who were remanded to the U.S. naval base in Guantánamo Bay (GTMO), rather than being permitted straightforward entry into the United
States. In each instance, the tension between refugee camp and prison became acute, as the men and women in the camps articulated
their detention through the language of incarceration, sought to define themselve
Investigating the relationship between migration, empire, and incarceration remains salient in our contemporary moment, as hundreds of
thousands of migrants are imprisoned in immigration detention facilities dotted throughout the United States in remote locales and with
the ongoing use of the U.S. naval base in Guantánamo Bay as an extralegal prison.
Jana Lipman is an Associate Professor at Tulane University. Her book, Guantánamo: A Working-Class History between Empire and
Revolution, 1939-1979 (University California Press, 2009) was the 2009 Co-Winner of the Taft Prize in Labor History. This book tells
the history of the U.S. naval base in Guantánamo Bay (GTMO) from the point of view of Cuban base workers. Her second book, In Camps:
Vietnamese Refugees, Asylum Seekers, and Repatriates, 1975-2005 was published by University of California Press in 2020. Lipman
has also published extensively about Cuban, Haitian, and Vietnamese refugees in the late 20 th century. Lipman was an adviser to the
Guantánamo Public Memory Project. She has written about U.S.-Cuban relations, refugees, and asylum seekers in the
Made by History series, the Times Picayune/New Orleans Advocate, and the Conversation.com. Her commentary has also appeared in
numerous media outlets including NPR, the New York Times, and the Christian Science Monitor.
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José Guerra Sánchez
Academia de la Historia de Cuba, Cuba

Guantánamo: terrorismo y usurpación (1959-1970)
La BNYG1 se convierte a partir de 1959 en centro de operaciones bélicas y psicológicas que persiguen el objetivo de derribar al gobierno
cubano. En esta etapa, asesinan a soldados de las FAR2, trabajadores y pescadores; son expulsados injustificadamente cientos de
empleados; y en la cárcel de Carabela Point, continúan los oficiales norteamericanos torturando a civiles, presidio que es precedente de
3 planifican autoagresiones a
las instalaciones de la base, con el propósito de lograr una invasión de los marines; y acciones de guerra biológica, como fue la introducción
del virus de la fiebre porcina. Desde el enclave dirigen las organizaciones clandestinas y bandas terroristas que realizan sabotajes a
objetivos económicos y sociales, entre ellos, la quema de escuelas, comercios, viviendas; torturan, violan mujeres, matan civiles; el
transporte público de la ciudad queda paralizado por los daños ocasionados. Se desata una campaña de propaganda anticomunista que
provoca terror, incluyendo la Operación Peter Pan, que afecta a la población. Una parte de los niños del campo no asisten a las escuelas.
Por los crímenes cometidos y la inseguridad de la bahía, las autoridades cubanas se ven obligadas a trasladar a otro punto del país, la
Cooperativa Pesquera de Caimanera, lo que provoca millonarias pérdidas a la economía y el sufrimiento de numerosas familias de los
pescadores. El poeta boliviano Néstor Terán que
no les deja vivir tranquilos.
La bahía de Guantánamo constituye uno de los puertos ideales del mundo,
el recurso económico natural más importante de esta región, sin embargo, la ocupación estadounidense limita de manera considerable el
desarrollo económico-social, ya que los cubanos no pueden utilizar esa riqueza potencial, lo que ha determinado que la provincia se
mantenga como la menos desarrollada del país.
José Sánchez Guerra nació en Guantánamo el 21 de diciembre de 1949. Es Académico Correspondiente de la Academia de la Historia de
Cuba. Máster en Estudios Cubanos y del Caribe. Autor de más de 20 libros. Participó en varios Eventos Internacionales por la abolición
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Julia Roth
University of Bielefeld, Germany

Bodies and Spaces of Exception? Thinking Intersectionalities Translocationally as Interde-pendent Inequalities
In order to address the history and continuous practice of camps and camp-like institutions in their complexity, the talk suggests a
transnational intersectional and decolonial lens. The concept of intersectionality originated in Black American feminist and activist contexts
to address interdependent axes of stratification in the context of the geopolitics of knowledge. Against the backdrop of the ways in which
Anthias) settings, that is across, between, and beyond boundaries, container concepts, and categories. As will be argued, a transnational
intersectional perspective reveals the ways in which current spaces and states of exception which the military detention camp of
Guantánamo emblematically represents go back to and are closely entangled with a continuous history of systematic exclusions of
colonized spaces and racialized and gender bodies from humanity and the access to rights and citizenship. Consequently, for those
excluded from the privilege of rights and citizenship, what is usually held to be an exception has historically been the rule (e.g. in camplike institutions such as plantations). Thus, a transnational intersectional frame might be helpful for elaborating on the interlocking
structures of stratification and hierarchy implicit in coloniality such as racialization, citizenship/nationality, or space and the persistent
inequalities it constantly keeps producing based on that legacy. Moreover, on a more micro level, a transnational intersectional approach
serves in order to delineate the particularly intersectional forms of oppression that articulate in spaces like Guantánamo such as the sexual
humiliation of Muslim male inmates by female prison guards. Finally, the talk seeks to also discuss possible forms of solidarity across and
beyond borders. It argues for a critical Occidentalist and radical intersectional practice approach and thus for a relational understanding
of the social as conviviality based on an ethics of our shared vulnerable human condition.
Julia Roth is Professor of American Studies with a focus on Gender Studies and Inter-American Studies at Bielefeld University, Germany.
n the
interdisciplinary netwo
lecturer at Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Universität Potsdam, and Universidad de Guadalajara, Mexico. Her research focuses on
postcolonial, decolonial, and gender approaches, intersectionality and global inequalities, anti-racist feminist knowledge from the
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Caribbean and the Americas, gender and citizenship, and right-wing populism and gender. In addition to her academic work, she
organizes and
2014 and 2016 BE.BOP
Berlin).

Bernhard Docke
Lawyer of Former Detainee Murat Kurnaz, Germany

The Case of Murat Kurnaz
bring
her son back home from Guantánamo Bay as soon as possible. It took a while and was not that easy. My presentation will give you in
insight in the hurdles and obstacles defending in an artificial law free zone, in the ups and downs of a five-year long roller coaster ride. An
Orwellian experience: No access to the client, no arrest warrant, no file to inspect, no prosecutor to contact, no court to check the validity
of the detention. And neither Gennany (Kurnaz was a Turkish citizen with German residency) nor Turkey took diplomatic responsibility.
At least we challenged the lack of jurisdiction of US Courts for Guantánamo Bay, we took part in the Supreme Court case Rasul. Bush and
filed a petition for a writ of habeas corpus in the Federal District Court in Washington. The legal impacts of prevailing were neutralized by
appeals and later derailed by new laws attempting to strip the court of jurisdiction. But other effects were important: The pressure of the
media and the public opinion shifted to our side. And most crucially: We could get access to our client and to the CSRT file. We learned
that Murat was severely tortured, that the reasons for his detention were ridiculous and easy to refute, that US intelligence officials
concluded as early as 2002 that there is no information that Kurnaz received any military training or is associated with the Taliban or Al
Qaeda After the US considered Kurnaz innocence to have been proven. they offered his release and transfer to Germany in September
2002. But Germany denied itself the the chance to free free Kurnaz from the tropical hell, revoked his permission to stay in German,y and
annulled his right to return. It took 4 more years to get him out with a little help" from the new Chancellor Angela Merkel. Today Murat is
living in Bremen, he is married, and the father of 3 little kids. He is teaching sports to young children. His book Five years of My Life was
translated into twelve different languages. We gave lectures on human rights and his ordeal in countless schools and universities. The
movie
Years" (2013) focuses on his first year in Guantánamo
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mother and his lawyers to free him will be released 2022. None of the responsible politicians ever said sorry". No compensation was
ever paid.
Bernhard Docke, Criminal Defense Lawyer, Partner of the Law Firm Hannover & Partner, Bremen, Germany. Member of the Human Rights
Committee of the German Federal Bar Association. Awarded inter alia with the Carl von Ossietzky Medal in recognition of his dedication
to human rights law, in particularly his advocacy for Guantánamo detainee Murat Kurnaz.

Eric Jennings
University of Toronto, Canada

Interning European anti-Nazi Refugees in Wartime Martinique, 1940-1942.
This paper examines the several thousand refugees crammed into two separate internment camps in the French Caribbean island of
Martinique between 1940 and 1941. The refugees included Central European Jewish people fleeing persecution, socialists, communists,
and social democrats, Spanish republicans, Italian and German antifascists, and hosts of dissident intellectuals. They fled to Martinique
because the doors of North and South American nations remained shut. Most managed to move on to Mexico, the United States,
Argentina, Cuba, etc. in fairly short order, although a small number remained stranded on location. This paper analyses the context and
contours of their Caribbean internment.
Eric Jennings is Professor of history at the University of Toronto (Victoria College). His books include Escape from Vichy: The Refugee
Exodus to the French Caribbean (Harvard UP, 2018), Perspectives on French Colonial Madagascar (Palgrave, 2017); Free French Africa
in World War II (Cambridge UP, 2015), Imperial Heights: Dalat and the Making and Undoing of French Indochina (California, 2011), Curing
the Colonizers (Duke, 2006), and Vichy in the Tropics (Stanford, 2001). He co-edited
(Odile Jacob, 2004)
with Jacques Cantier. His books have all been translated into French, and one into Vietnamese.
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Reading Guantánamo
This hybrid event will provide a stage for five authors who have completed memoirs and other writing projects detailing their personal
histories, including their experiences of incarceration at the U.S. naval base at Guantánamo Bay. They will discuss the importance that
access to pencil and paper and literature in the detainee library played during their captivity as well as its significance today. Their works
challenge dominant narratives. They show that writing is an act of great importance to remembering, healing, inter-cultural understanding,
and commemoration. Excerpts from each of their memoirs will be read.

Mansoor Adafyi
Yemen, Serbia (online)

(2021)
At the age of 18, Mansoor Adayfi left his home in Yemen for a cultural mission to Afghanistan. He never returned. Kidnapped by warlords
and then sold to the U.S. after 9/11, he was disappeared to Guantánamo Bay, where he spent the next 14 years as Detainee #441. Don't
Forget Us Here tells two coming-of-age stories in parallel: a makeshift island outpost becoming the world's most notorious prison and an
innocent young man emerging from its darkness. Arriving as a stubborn teenager, Adayfi survived the camp's infamous interrogation
program and became a feared and hardened resistance fighter leading prison riots and hunger strikes. With time though, he grew into
the man nicknamed "Smiley Troublemaker": a student, writer, advocate, and historian. While at Guantánamo, he wrote a series of
manuscripts he sent as letters to his attorneys, which he then transformed into this vital chronicle, in collaboration with award-winning
writer Antonio Aiello. With unexpected warmth and empathy, Mansoor unwinds a narrative of fighting for hope and survival in
unimaginable circumstances, illuminating the limitlessness of the human spirit. And through his own story, he also tells Guantánamo's
story, offering an unprecedented window into one of the most secretive places on earth and the people detainees and guards alike
who lived there with him. Twenty years after 9/11, Guantánamo remains open, and at a moment of due reckoning, Mansoor Adayfi helps
us understand what actually happened there both the horror and the beauty a stunning record of an experience we cannot afford to
forget. (book blurb of
, 2021)
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Mansoor Adayfi is a writer, advocate, and former Guantánamo Bay prisoner. He spent nearly fifteen years without charge in U.S. custody,
including eight years in solitary confinement. Originally from Yemen, he was released to Serbia in 2016. Since then, he has focused on
The New York Times. These
Witnessing Torture; Perspectives of Torture Survivors and Human Rights Workers
(2018). Hachette Books is the publisher of his 2021 memoir,
(2021).

Moazzam Begg
United Kingdom (online)

Enemy Combatant: A British Muslim's Journey to Guantánamo and Back (2006)
Moazzam Begg is an ordinary man who has endured an extraordinary fate - imprisoned for a crime he didn't commit and whose precise
nature has never been determined. As far as the US government was concerned, it was enough to label him an 'enemy combatant'. Begg
was arrested in Pakistan, where he was helping set up education programmes for children, in the panic-stricken months after the 9/11
attacks. He spent three years in prison, much of it in solitary confinement, and was subjected to over three hundred interrogations, death
threats, and torture, witnessing the killings of two detainees. He was released early in 2005 without explanation or apology. Enemy
Combatant is his riveting story. Not just an instant classic of incarceration literature, it reveals for the first time what it means to be an
intelligent, politically engaged Muslim living in the West after 9/11, by someone who finds common ground with fellow Muslims enduring
oppression around the world, and who has recently emerged as an influential voice in the Muslim community, against both acts of
(book blurb of Enemy Combatant: A British Muslim's Journey to Guantánamo and Back, 2006).
Moazzam Begg is Outreach Director at CAGE, a London-based advocacy organization that aims to empower communities impacted by
the War on Terror. The U.S. held him in Afghanistan and in Guantánamo Bay for almost three years. He was co-author (with Victoria
Brittain) of Enemy Combatant: My Imprisonment at Guantánamo, Bagram, and Kandahar (2006). Following his release in 2005, Begg
emerged as a media commentator and spoke frequently on topics such as detention at Guantánamo Bay, the use of drone strikes for
extrajudicial killings, issues pertaining to U.S., U.K., and international anti-terrorism measures. Begg has authored numerous newspaper
and magazine articles, publishing in The Guardian, The Los Angeles Times, The Boston Globe, and The Independent, among other
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newspapers. In addition, he was interviewed in Taxi to the Dark Side (2008), a documentary about mistreatment of prisoners held by the
U.S. in Afghanistan and elsewhere.

Lakhdar Boumediene
Algeria, Bosnia & Herzegovina, France

Witnesses of the Unseen. Seven Years in Guantánamo (2017)
This searing memoir shares the trauma and triumphs of Lakhdar Boumediene and Mustafa Ait Idir's time inside America's most notorious
prison. Lakhdar and Mustafa were living quiet, peaceful lives in Bosnia when, in October 2001, they were arrested and accused of
participating in a terrorist plot. After a three-month investigation uncovered no evidence, all charges were dropped and Bosnian courts
ordered their freedom. However, under intense U.S. pressure, Bosnian officials turned them over to American soldiers. They were flown
blindfolded and shackled to Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, where they were held in outdoor cages for weeks as the now-infamous military
prison was built around them. Guantánamo became their home for the next seven years. They endured torture and harassment and forcefeedings and beatings, all the while not knowing if they would ever see their families again. They had no opportunity to argue their
innocence until 2008, when the Supreme Court issued a landmark ruling in their case, Boumediene v. Bush, confirming Guantánamo
detainees' constitutional right to challenge their detention in federal court. Weeks later, the George W. Bush appointed federal judge who
heard their case, stunned by the absence of evidence against them, ordered their release. Now living in Europe and rebuilding their lives,
Lakhdar and Mustafa are finally free to share a story that every American ought to know. (book blurb of Witnesses of the Unseen. Seven
Years in Guantánamo, 2017).
Lakhdar Boumediene was born and raised in Algeria, and as an adult he worked for various humanitarian causes. Boumediene was
imprisoned at the U.S. naval base at Guantánamo Bay from January 2002 to May 15, 2009. Like others, he was detained and interrogated,
but not charged. He was also the lead plaintiff in Boumediene v. Bush (2008), a U.S. Supreme Court case that he won. The court
determined that Guantánamo detainees and other foreign nationals have the right to file writs of habeas corpus in U.S. federal courts.
Boumediene and Mustafa Ait Idir are the authors of Witnesses of the Unseen: Seven Years in Guantánamo (2017).
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Ahmed Errachidi
Morocco

The General, The Ordinary Man Who Challenged Guantánamo (2013)
On 11 September 2001, in a café in London, Ahmed Errachidi watched as the twin towers collapsed. He was appalled by the loss of
e he too would lose because of that day. In a series of terrible
events, Ahmed was sold by the Pakistanis to the Americans in the diplomatic lounge at Islamabad airport and spent five and a half years
in Guantánamo. There, he was beaten, tortured, humiliated, very nearly destroyed. But Ahmed did not give in. This very ordinary,
Moroccan-born London chef became a leader of men. Known by the authorities as he General, he devised protests and resistance by
any means possible. As a result, he spent most of his time in solitary confinement. But then, after all those years, Errachidi was freed, his
It will also
make you look anew at courage, survival, justice, and the War on Terror (book blurb of The General, The Ordinary Man Who Challenged
Guantánamo, 2013).
Ahmed Errachidi (also known as Ahmed Rashidi) is from Morocco. In 2013, his memoir, The General, The Ordinary Man Who Challenged
Guantánamo, was published. It was co-written by Gillian Slovo. The book details the events leading up to his capture and details about
his personal life. For example, it explains that he was singled out for special attention from the guards and interrogators because he spoke
English and that they forced him to serve as an unofficial leader within the community of prisoners. It also refutes many of the assertions
about Guantánamo. In a 2013 interview for New Media, Errachidi explained what his hunger strikes were like and stated that they were
done simply to win the captives a return to less harsh conditions. In January 2021, the New York Review of Books published an open
letter from Errachidi, and six others formerly held in Guantánamo, to newly inaugurated U.S. President Biden, appealing to him to close
the infamous prison.
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Mohamedou Houbeini
Mauritania, the Netherlands

Guantánamo Diary (2015, 2017), The Actual True Story of Ahmed & Zarga (2021)
In 2002, Mohamedou Houbeini was imprisoned at the detainee camp in Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. In 2016, having never been charged
with any crime, he has finally been approved for release. In those fourteen years in captivity, he suffered unspeakable abuse - sexual
assault, threats to his family and months of sensory deprivation, his captors torturing him with the personal approval of the US Secretary of Defense
- and he produced this remarkable document, the only first-hand account of a Guantánamo detainee. His diary is not merely a vivid record of a
miscarriage of justice, but a deeply personal memoir - terrifying, darkly humorous, and surprisingly gracious. It is an extraordinary and moving

story of human perseverance stretched to its limits, but never broken (book blurb of Guantánamo Diary, 2015).
Mohamedou Houbeini is a writer, advocate, a
prison without charge for approximately fourteen years. Houbeini wrote a memoir during his incarceration, which the U.S. government declassified in
2012 with numero
mo
Bay naval base, was published as Guantánamo Diary in January 2015. The memoir was used as the basis for a film starring Tahar Rahim, Benedict
Cumberbatch, and Jodie Foster. Titled The Mauritanian, it was released in February 2021. Slahi wrote four other books in detention, one of which he
The Actual True Story of Ahmed & Zarga was published by Ohio
University Press in its Modern African Writers series. At the time of this writing, Houbeini is a writer-in-residence at Noord Nederlands Toneel, a Dutch
theatre company. His main publications have been published under the name Mohamedou Ould Slahi.
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List of Panels, Abstracts, and Biographies
Online Panels
Eyla M. Santiago Ramos (University of Puerto Rico, Río
Walls
perative
to study and further analyze the narratives and poetry of the detainees. These texts offer not only first-hand insight into the cruel and
crude reality within the detention center, but also an opportunity to contemplate the humanization of the individuals who have been
dehumanized. Exploring the dynamics of humanization, this paper challenges the idea the idea that freedom is merely a change of state,
something physically tangible like moving from point A to point B, from a space of confinement to one in which they are not incarcerated
after release. It will explore how these literary works express freedom as an essential characteristic of being human. Two poems and a
narrative will be considered. As these literary works empower individuals who were dehumanized, incarcerated, and kept in vulnerable
positions, my analysis will focus on how they manifest resistance and thereby contribute to the theorization of freedom. First, in Jumah Al
s destiny while the
,
as a desire and connected contact with nature, while humanization is seen through the desire for freedom. Finally, Mansoor Ad
le through brief, joyful moments
and the cultivation of community among his fellow detainees. The objective of this study is to use the conceptualization of freedom to
better understand the texts and the texts to better understand different manifestations of freedom. The discussion will engage both Judith
establishes that when people are stamped as violent and terrorist they are
diminished as individuals and said to lack the ability to reason; and D.A. Du
that degrading the human state of certain groups of people has been key to justifying treating them like slaves.
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Eyla M. Santiago Ramos holds a BA in English and an MA in English Education from the University of Puerto Rico-Mayagüez Campus.
She is currently a doctoral student focusing on Caribbean literature in the English Department of the University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras
Campus. Santiago is an English teacher and the 2021 president of the PRTESOL Western Chapter.
C cile Accilien (Kennesaw State University, USA): The Interpreter and Photographer as Eye/I/Witness to the Inhumane Treatment of
Haitians at Guantánamo Bay
In the 1990s, the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service considered the thousands of Haitians held in numerous refugee camps at
asic human
rights because they could not be considered candidates for political asylum. The way in which these migrants were depicted in the news
further marginalized them. This presentation will describe the role of the photographer and interpreter as I/Eye Witness to the treatment
of Haitians at Guantánamo Bay based on documents from the Caribbean Sea Migration Collection, which date mainly from 1991 to 2000.
Among the documents that I will analyze are the Haitian Creole journal Sak Pase, U.S. Coast Guard military documents, camp rules, and
a video showing intake procedures as well as a Voluntary Repatriation Questionnaire (Questionnaire en vue du repatriement librement
Guantánamo
Bay Experience: The Legal
play a crucial role in asylum cases. What are some of the challenges that interpreters face in attempting to remain neutral? What is
neutrality? How is it negotiated? Like the interpreter, the photographer chooses which images to depict for the world. How does the
k will show
that interpreters and photographers who serve as eyewitnesses and offer first-hand accounts can bring complex awareness to the
C cile Accilien is Professor and chair of the Interdisciplinary Studies Department at Kennesaw State University. Her areas of study are
Francophone African and Caribbean Literatures and Cultures and Film & Media Studies; her main research areas are Caribbean Popular
Cultures, Film and Media Studies, Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies. She is the author of Rethinking Marriage in Francophone African
and Caribbean Literatures (Lexington Books, 2008), co-editor of Teaching Haiti from Transdisciplinary Studies (University Press of Florida,
2021), and author of a monograph tentatively titled Haitian Hollywood: Representing Haiti and the Haitian Diaspora in Popular Cinema
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(under contract with SUNY Press). In 2019, she became the Chair of the Editorial Board of the journal Women, Gender and Families of
Color. She is also on the advisory board of the Haitian Studies Association.
Mónica María Del Valle Idárraga (Universidad de La Salle, Bogotá, Colombia): Infantes en balsas: niñxs haitianxs detenidos en la base
naval de Guantánamo
En el Archivo del mar Caribe, alojado en la Biblioteca de Duke, se hallan una serie de documentos relacionados con migrantes haitianos
por mar de las olas migratorias de 1980 y 1991-1994. En estas serie de fotos, periódicos destinados a los migrantes y documentos
previos a ese fin, llama la atención la aparición continua de infantes de diversas edades en brazos de marines o en torno a otros migrantes.
En el caso de los cubanos de los éxodos paralelos, ninguna de estas dos escenas sobresale. En esta ponencia, exploro los archivos de la
Guardia costera estadounidense y de los equipos de apoyo militar en la Base Naval de Guantánamo, así como algunos textos literarios
producidos por artistxs haitianxs, sobre las migraciones entre 1980 y 1994, rastreando y contrastando cómo se figura a lxs infantes, qué
fin cumple en el ámbito estadounidense esa figuración y qué lectura hacen de ellas lxs artistas. Algunas de las preguntas que nuclean
esta pesquisa son: para empezar, ¿por qué todas estas imágenes?, ¿cómo, por qué y para qué se hace el contraste con los migrantes
cubanos de este lapso?, ¿qué estéticas caracterizan estas imágenes y estas imaginaciones sobre infantes migrantes haitianos?, ¿qué usos
retóricos y políticos de la representación sobre los haitianos en Estados Unidos abastecieron estas imágenes?, ¿de qué manera son
específicas sobre la migración por mar de lxs haitianxs estas imágenes?, ¿permanecen en uso algunas de las estrategias retóricas de
representación presentes en ellas al día de hoy?
Mónica María del Valle Idárraga es docente, traductora literaria, editora. Doctora en estudios culturales e hispánicos, Magíster en
Literaturas hispánicas, ambos de Michigan State University. Profesora titular Universidad de La Salle. Actualmente, se enfoca en las
visiones del agua en la literatura caribeña, la intersección entre espiritualidades y arte, y la cartografía literaria en San Andrés. Entre sus
traducciones al español resaltan Loas (The Loneliness of Angels, de Myriam J. A. Chancy), Frankétienne de antología y elogio de la
creolidad. Fundadora de la editoral Lasirén. Recibió la beca Fulbright a investigador colombiano (2019) por Intimate Waves, proyecto
sobre haitianos prisioneros en la Base Naval de Guantánamo.
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Zachary J. M. Beier & Suzanne Francis-Brown (University of the West Indies Mona, Jamaica): History, Archaeology, and Global Heritage
at the Gibraltar Camp, The University of the West Indies Mona, Jamaica
Following the end of agricultural production on the Mona estate in the first decade of the twentieth century, this wide valley on the
outskirts of Kingston was developed as a refuge for displaced persons from Gibraltar and other areas in Europe during the Second World
War. Between 1940 and 1944, evacuees from Gibraltar settled on the upper level of a civilian camp that, from 1942, also housed mainly
Jewish refugees fleeing European theatres of war, on a lower terrace. From 1943, a section of the camp was taken over by the military to
accommodate interned German and Italian families. Previous historical research, along with archaeological investigations beginning in
2017, documents administrative and personal accounts of camp life, architectural evidence and artifacts that are testament to this
important time in global history and the role of Jamaica in supporting the war effort. In this paper, we summarize this collaborative research
effort that shines light on human experience in Jamaican wartime camps, revealing the role of institutional and individual, local and global
forces in the daily lives of camp occupants. Additionally, we discuss efforts to preserve and promote evidence remaining on The UWI
Mona campus itself an important space in contemporary Caribbean life.
Zachary J. M. Beier is Lecturer in the Department of History and Archaeology at the University of the West Indies, Mona, Jamaica.
Additionally, he currently serves as the President of the Archaeological Society of Jamaica (ASJ) and Trustee on the board of the Jamaica
National Heritage Trust (JNHT). His research focuses on the archaeology and heritage of the Caribbean at both prehistoric and historical
sites, and, principally, colonialism and the diversity of human encounters in the emergent modern world. His publications include the coedited collection British Forts and Their Communities: Archaeological and Historical Perspectives (2018).
Suzanne Francis-Brown is a historian and curator and Hon. Research Fellow at the University of the West Indies (UWI) Museum in
Jamaica. Among other titles, she is the author of Mona Past and Present: The History and Heritage of the UWI Mona Campus. Her PhD
thesis is titled: Gibraltar Camp 1940-1947: Isolation and Interaction in Colonial Jamaica and she has continued to do active research in
this area and is working on a wider history of World War II camps in Jamaica. Francis-Brown has also done research on aspects of the
period of enslavement in Jamaica's plantation history. She is Immediate Past President of the Archaeological Society of Jamaica.
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Nikita Budree & Kimberley Hunte (University of the West Indies, Trinidad & Tobago): Detention Island: A Snapshot of Nelson Is
History as an Internment Camp and Detention Center
The twentieth century saw the proliferation of detention camps throughout Europe and the Caribbean region. Trinidad and Tobago
became no exception to this norm, and during the 1930s to the 1970s Nelson Island was used both by the British colonial government
and the newly in
Nelson Island has played a strategic and significant role in the history of Trinidad and Tobago. Once part of the Quarantine Islands, Nelson
Island was used as a Garrison until the construction of one at Fort George was completed, a holiday home for the British elite, a processing
point for Indian indentured labourers between 1866 and 1917 and a repatriation center for the indentured labourers who desired to return
to India. This paper will explore the role Nelson Island played as an offshore Detention and Internment center from 1940 to 1970. Particular
attention will be paid to the internment of the Ashkennazi Jews during the Second Worl
as a political prisoner, and the use of Nelson Island as a detention center for those involved in the 1970 Black Power Revolution.
Nikita Budree is a researcher from Trinidad and Tobago. Her research interests include cultural history, cultural heritage preservation and
historiography. Her work at the National Archives of Trinidad and Tobago as a Research Officer for four years influenced her interest in
cultural heritage preservation. Nikita emphatically believes that historical research is imperative for the preservation of tangible and
intangible cultural heritage in the Caribbean region. Nikita is the holder of a Master of Arts in History and a Bachelor of Arts in History
(First Class Honours) from the University of the West Indies, St. Augustine. She is also the holder of a Certificate in Values Based Heritage
Site Management and Museum Conservation Skills from the University of the West Indies, Open Campus.
Kimberley Hunte is a researcher from Trinidad and Tobago who specialises in military history, the impact of the Second World War on
Trinidad and Tobago, and the development of education in Trinidad and Tobago. Kimberley believes that it is fundamental for Caribbean
people to understand our past in order for us to progress as a country and region. She is the holder of a Master of Arts in History and a
Bachelor of Arts in History and Psychology (Upper Second-Class Honours) from the University of the West Indies, St. Augustine. She is
also the holder a Certificate in Museum Conservation Skills from the University of the West Indies, Open Campus.
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Juan Paz-yen Ecuador
En 1917 se fundó en Quito un pequeño Colegio Alemán. Para atender a los hijos de las escasas familias alemanas de la ciudad. Con los
años creció. Pero el estallido de la II Guerra Mundial alteró ese desarrollo. La necesidad de alinearse con los Aliados y particularmente con
las
que se incluyeron a reconocidas figuras de la vida en el país. El Colegio Alemán fue clausurado y las listas sirvieron para perseguir a
familias y confiscar bienes. La terminación de la Guerra lentamente reanimó la presencia de los alemanes. En 1956 fue refundado el
Colegio Alemán. Pero durante esta trayectoria apareció la iniciativa por fundar un colegio basado en los principios de la libertad y la
democracia. La principal figura promotora fue Galo Plaza, quien fue Presidente del Ecuador entre 1948-1952. Plazo cuenta el impacto
que tuvo al conocer el Colegio Alemán y los símbolos nazis que allí encontró. Por eso, desde 1939 se propuso impulsar una institución
totalmente distinta. El que pasó a denominarse Colegio Americano, nació en 1940. Como puede advertirse, también el ámbito educativo
fue una esfera de disputa de intereses relativos a las fuerzas contendientes en la II Guerra Mundial. Desde la refundación del Colegio
Alemán y desde la constitución del Colegio Americano, los dos han sido instituciones que lograron captar a elites sociales y que han
mantenido, hasta el presente, sus propias características de educación e independencia.
Juan Paz-y-Mini Cepeda Ecuador. Doctor en Historia Contemporánea por la Universidad de Santiago de Compostela y seis universidades
de España. Doctor en Historia por la Pontificia Universidad Católica del Ecuador (PUCE). Profesor Emérito de la PUCE. Miembro de varias
Academias de Historia. Director Académico de la Asociación de Historiadores Latinoamericanos y del Caribe (ADHILAC) en Ecuador. Ha
participado como profesor invitado, ponente y visitante en múltiples actividades y universidades de América Latina, Norteamérica y
Europa. Estudia la historia económica y social de América Latina y del Ecuador. Escribe para varios medios y revistas. Página web: Historia
y Presente www.historiaypresente.com
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Erazo Acosta Eduardo (University Nariño, Pasto, Colombia): Discourse in Post-conflict in Colombia, Regionals Perspectives and
Paradoxes, Approaches in International Relations
This is the result of research experience over the last 12 years in rural and urban area in Nariño department, southwestern Colombia, with
s. This
research deals with peace and humanistic education, as the most troubled and filled areas of corruption, lack of morality. The current
policy in Latin America, and more in the context of the so-called post-conflict, glimpses the fear implicit in the handling of discourse, with
intimidation, the power exercised by control and the violation of human rights, transgression of human rights. The peace process in
Colombia, is located as a national specificity, entanglement and involvement at the regional level, with neighboring countries, since in
history it has left more than 60 thousand refugees in countries such as Ecuador, Peru and others. Added to the increase in illegal mining;
in addition to drug trafficking, even to date, when talking about post-conflict, in the course of the year 2017-2019, more than 700 social
leaders killed, and not to mention the increase in hectares of drug trafficking, which has an impact on the increase of routes from drug
trafficking to global level, as part of the study of geopolitics, international security and discourse on these aspects of international
geopolitics, key to delving into the academy to talk about the future of humanity. It is key to talk about the decline of values and above all
how it is key to analyze sociocultural aspects, the recovery of the legacy of indigenous communities, peasants, women, that is to say the
historically excluded, key in ethnographic analyzes, on how to contribute to redefining the change of society, aiming at the care of
humanity, and changing global history to the care of nature, as a key element for the care of life on the planet.
Edurado Eraza Acosta is Sociologist Professor, Research Group "Curriculum and University" attached to Colciencias. Universidad de
Nariño. Pasto Nariño Colombia. He has
violence in the Andean region.
Emphasis on comparative politics perspective in Latin America and Europe. He has been a speaker and speaker international conferences
on issues of international relations, social movements and relations between Europe-Latin America-Africa. Research Line: Decoloniality,
migration, human rights, Andean ancestral thought, social movements and Sumak Kawsay. He has published scholarly articles on politics.
Accompanying social movements and human rights in the Andean region. Pasto Nariño Colombia.
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Tim Bowman (West Texas A&M University, USA): From Fascists to Farm Workers: The Racialization of Agricultural Workers in the
Hereford Migrant Labor Camp
In late 1942, the U.S. federal government established an internment camp for Italian prisoners of war in Hereford, a rural farming and
ranching community in the western Texas Panhandle. Local potato and onion growers thus gained access to an indispensable asset a
captive labor force
newly successful corporate agribusinesses in Hereford repurposed portions of the POW camp to house what local activist Trini Gámez
Mexican and Mexican-American farmworkers from the Texas-Mexico border region. My paper
n of ethnicry.
Tim Bowman, PhD (SMU 2011) is Associate Professor of history at West Texas A&M University where he teaches a variety of courses
-Anglo
relations in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the history of the modern border and surrounding regions, migrant labor, and Mexican
and Mexican-American life in the modern United States. His book, Blood Oranges: Agriculture and Colonialism in the South Texas
Borderlands (Texas A&M University Press, 2016) received the Américo Paredes Book Award for 2017 from the Center for Mexican
American Studies.
Natalia Fernandez Crisorio (Universidad del Cine, Buenos Aires, Argentina): Espacios, Memoria y Registro. El registro audiovisual y
fotográfico de los Espacios de Memoria de la Argentina en el present
¿Cómo se registra lo que ahora está ausente? ¿Qué marcas quedan, que puedan dar cuenta de lo que allí sucedió? ¿Cómo contar lo
inenarrable? Durante la última y más férrea dictadura que vivió la Argentina (1976-1983) se establecieron más de 700 Centros
Clandestinos de Detención en todo el país, que funcionaron como lugares de cautiverio ilegal para detenidos desaparecidos. Con el fin de
la dictadura, algunos de estos lugares fueron destruidos u ocultos, aunque la mayoría siguió funcionando en la sociedad con su rol anterior
(escuelas, comisarías, centros militares, etc.). Con la Ley 26.691 de 2014, el Estado Nacional estableció la Preservación, Señalización y
Difusión de Sitios de Memoria del Terrorismo de Estado, y comenzó entonces una política de recuperación y visibilización de los Sitios de
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Memoria, algunos de los cuales se convirtieron en Espacios de Memoria. El trabajo desarrolla las búsquedas y los problemas que resultan
de la intención de registrar, tanto audiovisual como fotográficamente, dichos espacios en el presente y dar cuenta de su importancia en
la construcción de la Memoria colectiva. Al mismo tiempo, da cuenta de la complejidad de incorporar el plano del testimonio de detenidos
desaparecidos sobrevivientes en el recorrido físico de los Espacios de Memoria. NOTA: Se cuenta con material audiovisual para exponer
como parte de la ponencia, un Teaser del documental "Cartografía de la memoria", de Natalia Fernández Crisorio y Pablo Tesoriere.
Natalia Fernández Crisorio es Docente de FUC Universidad del Cine y de ECA Escuela. Directora en Bagual Films. Miembro de Autores
de Fotografía Cinematográfica Argentina (ADF). Cursó Letras Clásicas (Universidad de Buenos Aires) y Dirección de Fotografía (ECA
Escuela). Cursó la Masterclass de la ASC en Los Ángeles, en 2015. Socia activa de ADF desde 2019. Directora de Fotografía en películas,
series, videodanzas y videoclips. Jurado del Methexis Film Award (Medfilm Festival, Roma, 2005) y del Premio ADF para el Festival
Internaciona
ográficos y
Fotógrafo Fine Art. Director de Cine (Universidad del Cine, 2001). Profesor con orientación en Dirección de Cine (Universidad del Cine).
Diplomatura en Restauración Audiovisual. Restauración y Conservación de archivos audiovisuales en el Archivo Nacional de la Memoria).
Posgrado Fotografía y Ciencias Sociales (UBA, 2019). Programa de Restauración Digital (UNSAM, 2019). Director y Productor de
documentales estrenados en salas comerciales y festivales de cine nacionales e internacionales. Premios Cóndor de Plata y Argentores
por sus piezas audiovisuales. Expuso fotografías en el Congreso de la Nación, galerías nacionales e internacionales.
Jennie Snow (Brown University, USA): Reading Guantánamo Bay Prison: The Humanitarian Conscience and the Politics of Address
In this paper, I examine a set of literary works from Guantánamo Bay Prison, including the 2007 collection Poems from Guantánamo,
Guantánamo Diary (2015 and 2017), and most recently, the 2019 graphic novel Guantánamo
Kid. Working across genre, I reconsider the humanitarian conscience around the prison camp and the literary representations of/by the
prisoners who voice, or are given voice, in different registers. Undoubtedly, these texts serve as important forms of advocacy or first-hand
testimony to humanize the men, and children, who were abducted, imprisoned, and tortured at the prison, often beyond the frames of
culate in liberal humanitarian reading publics
who are implicated in the failed juridical process framework and are compelled to respond empathetically. As an alternative ethics of
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reading, I foreground the politics of address, which calls for accountability but relates through refusal, indeterminacy, and estrangement,
rather than identification. Drawing on the work of Édouard Glissant, I argue that attending to these forms of address honors the right to
lipping into universalisms that underly human rights and humanitarian discourse. Taking
opacity as the basis of relation shifts the frame of recognition so as to build a politics of solidarity rather than appropriation.
Jennie Snow completed her Ph.D. in English at Brown University in May 2020. Her dissertation, Estranging Citizenship: U.S. Prison Camps
Since World War II, Forms of Memory and Address, examines innovative forms of memory and address that emerge from U.S. prison
camps from World War II to the socreative rearrangements of civic relationality negotiated by prisoners, and ultimately, an estrangement from citizenship altogether as an
essential structure of identity and collectivity. She also teaches first year college writing at Rutgers University, New Brunswick.
Anderson Brettas (Instituto Federal del Triângulo Mineiro. Uberaba, Brazil): Las Dictaduras Militares Brasileñas (1964 / 1985) y la
Paraguaya de A. Stroessner (1954 / 1989): Memorias y representaciones en la Historia enseñada de Brasil y Paraguay
El derecho a la memoria está ligado al derecho a la verdad y fruto de circunstancias históricas, entretejidas en las luchas de nuevas
libertades contra viejos poderes. El derecho a la verdad es un derecho internacional humanitario, inicialmente limitado a la protección de
las personas que murieron y desaparecieron en conflictos armados, sin embargo, con la complejidad de las relaciones políticas, creando
contextos cada vez más propensos a violaciones constantes de los derechos fundamentales, los derechos humanos se han ampliado en
respuesta a la diversidad de protecciones exigidas en tiempos cada vez más turbulentos. América Latina viene experimentando una ola
de extrema derecha y conservadurismo tanto político cuanto en las costumbres, que impacta los procesos educativos en general, y, en
particular, la enseñanza de la historia -la transmisión de esta memoria de tiempos de violencia y terror se encuentran acorralados y
comprometidos. Esta comunicación presenta los resultados de una investigación comparada en el campo de la educación contemporánea
sobre los conocimientos y fundamentos historiográficos, la memoria colectiva sobre las últimas dictaduras vividas en Brasil y Paraguay, y
sus representaciones en la enseñanza de la historia en la escuela secundaria. El trabajo, realizado en ambos países, se basa en el análisis
de currículos, libros de texto y narrativas didácticas, desde la perspectiva de la historia comparada y la historia de la actualidad hay que
mencionar, Brasil de Jair Bolsonaro, notorio apologista de la dictadura, incluso de torturadores del régimen, y Paraguay de Mario Abdo
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que apoyó políticamente al dictador. Como base epistemológica, se basa en las reflexiones de la pedagogía de la memoria -de obras de
la historiografía hispanoamericana- y en los conceptos de memoria colectiva, en Maurice Halbwachs, y memoria e historia, en Jacques Le
Goff.
Anderson Brettas es profesor del programa de posgrado en Educación Profesional y Tecnológica del IFTM - Instituto Federal del Triángulo
Mineiro, Minas Gerais, Brasil; Director del Grupo de Investigación Memoria, Representaciones y Practicas Docentes en la enseñanza de
humanidades Ryan Henrique Caetano e Souza es Profesor de Historia en la educación básica y estudiante de maestría profesional en
Educación del IFTM Instituto Federal del Triángulo Mineiro, Minas Gerais, Brasil
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Local Panel on Regional Camps in Austria
Bernhard Bachinger (Museum Graz, Austria): The Adaption of Camp Infrastructure: Multifunctional Camps in Styria during the National
Socialist Era
On the meta level, camps played a central role for the Nazi regime: firstly, to include ethnic German people into a common collective,
ding function.
y pose a risk for it, were in the underlying
danger to be separated in camps with an excluding character. The paper will show, how considerations lead to an immense increasing
need on camp infrastructure against the backdrop of World War II. Former camps for (forced) resettled Germans who were brought into
the Reich beyond the borders were adapted. Often these camps were used to accommodate civil forced foreign laborers. As a result, the
camps often existed in dual functions. Through an exemplary journey through the Styrian map of camps the paper will give an idea of the
complex phenomenon of encampment during the National Socialist era.
Bernhard Bachinger studied history at the Universities of Innsbruck and Graz. In 2016, he received a doctorate from the Department of
History of South-Eastern Europe in Graz. From 2016 to 2021, he worked as a postdoctoral researcher at the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute
for Research on Consequences of War (BIK), Graz Vienna Raabs. Currently, he is curator at the Graz Museum.
interests are centred on the history of World War I in the Balkans, especially the Macedonian theatre of war, Austrian history in the
Interwar and Post-War period and aspects NS-regime.
Philipp Lesiak (University of Graz, BIK, Austria): The Mauthausen Concentration Camp System and its Ramifications in Styria
-regime across Europe and
especially against the European Jews. Still, beyond plac
there existed an entire range of camp types encompassed by the SS-run KZ-system. Regarding the Mauthausen camp-complex, it is well
worth to take a detailed look at the unique classification of its main camp as well as at the economic and ideologic functions of its dozens
policies pursued via its KZ-system will be presented.
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Philipp Lesiak is a historian, specialized in economic history and the history of the Cold War. Since 2006, he has been working at the
Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for the Research on Consequences of War (BIK), Graz Vienna Raabs, where he is currently responsible
for its Lower Austrian Jews to Latvia. He is responsible for historic
expositions on Austrian-Czech relations and the creation of a "House of History" in the Museum of the province of Lower Austria. Besides
the engagement with the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute, he is proceeding with his PhD studies.
Dieter Bacher (University of Graz, BIK, Austria): Encampment in the Soviet Occupation Zone in Austria. Current State of Research and
New Approaches
d expellees were located in Austria. For logistical,
administrative, and security reasons, Allied forces established various types of camps with various functions for particular groups of
people. First, Great Britain, the USA and France set up such camps i
and stimulating self-care. Despite
wavering numbers of inmates, the accommodation and provision of these people remained a key issue until the end of the occupation
period. The accommodation of DPs, refugees, and expellees in the Soviet occupation zone the present-day states of Lower Austria and
Burgenland, the northeastern part of Upper Austria, and several districts in Vienna remains a largely unexplored research desideratum.
Preliminary results show: Unlike Western powers, the Soviets did not grant the DP-status (and the corresponding support) to persons
who wou
he camps
had a much more temporary character with less opportunity for self-organizing and establishing a political, social and cultural life. This
paper will consist of two parts: First, it will give an overview of what is known so far on camps for refugees, expellees, displaced persons
and Soviet repatriates on the territory of the former Soviet occupation zone in Austria
locations, types, persons and groups
accommodated and sources available. Secondly, there will be a short presentation of the upcoming resear
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Soviet Occupation Zone in Austria: Post-War History and Memory , funded by the Austrian Science Fund (FWF) and starting in January
2022, its aims, approaches, research questions and methodology.
Dieter Bacher is a historian and studied from 2000 to 2005 with focus on Eastern and Southeastern Europe and Slavic studies (Russian)
and Security
z and since 2008, a research fellow at the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Research on Consequences of War (BIK), Graz
Vienna
-project of the Austrian agency for
international mobility and cooperation (OEAD) in Vienna. Since 2018, he has been a member of the International Intelligence History
plinary
regional studies (first) in Lower Austria. Since 2021, he has been the coordinator and researcher in the project Activities of
in several
projects, for example on intelligence history and the Cold War in Austria, on forced labour in Austrian during WWII and on the situation
of DPs, refugees and expellees in post-war Austria.
Philipp Mettauer (Institute for Jewish History, Austria): The Lower Austrian Psychiatric Hospital Mauer-Öhling during the National Socialist
Era
-Franz-Joseph-Landes-Heil-Öhling in Lower Austria near Amstetten in 1902. With
around 1,900 beds, it was the third-largest institution in Austria to be used during the Nazi era for the murder of psychiatric patients.
eportations to killing
, 1,259 patients were transferred to an
intermediate institution in Niedernhart-Linz, then supposedly
were gassed in Schloss Hartheim and subsequently cremated. Once the deportations to the killing centres had ceased following the
to the
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again in April 1945 another 188 patients were killed in Mauer-Öhling Pavilions 1-4 by means of intravenous injections of poisonous
solutions as well as by an amplified electroshock machine.
Philipp Mettauer is scientific staff member at the Institute for Jewish History in Austria, located in the former Synagogue of Sankt Pölten.
He studied history and political sciences at the Universities of Vienna, Madrid, Salamanca and Basel, completed successfully his
-time research stays in Buenos
Aires. His published doctoral thesis deals with the forced Jewish-Austrian emigration to Argentina from the annexation (Anschluss) until
the end of the war. In following research projects, he focussed on the displacement of Jews to collection flats in Vienna 1938 42 as well
as on National Socialism and Shoah in family memory. For the exhibition at the memorial of the psychiatric
he conducted oral history interviews with its child survivors. Currently he explores National socialist euthanasia and the mass graves at
the cemetery of the psychiatric hospital of Mauer-Öhling in Lower Austria.
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Parallel Panels
Panel #1
Jessica Adams (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus): Extralegal/Hyperlegal: Guantánamo and the Crisis of Empire
This essay will consider the US n
includes Guam, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico, all of which came under the jurisdiction of the United States around the turn of the twentieth
century. Taken in its entirety, the base at Guantánamo is the distilled essence of the US imperial project, equally extralegal and hyperlegal,
and its contradictions point to the larger contradictions of US empire. The dissonance we find here points to the fact that imperialism is,
for the United States, a constitutional crisis, literal yet unacknowledged as such. Constitutional originalism is synonymous with cultural
and social conservatism, and for some a strange nostalgia for the way things used to be, centuries ago. This longing to restore an order
that one has never lived is the essence of nostalgia, and thus we might consider that this judicial philosophy has imposed, or attempted
to impose, on living people a past that has been conjured by the stiff imaginations of the judges a sort of reverse science fiction, perhaps.
Yet if we consider the Territorial Clause the lines of the Constitution that have structured the entirety of the laws that relate to US
empire from this perspective, we find that originalism is also capable of offering clarity on the source of ongoing oppressions. And the
discourse of rights itself deforms the rights of those under the jurisdiction of the United States. Examining legal decisions and the
geography of prison space as well as writing by incarcerated people living in these regions, this essay intends to offer arguments that can
help in the process of dismantling US empire via the courts.
Jessica Adams is an Assistant Professor of English in the College of General Studies at the University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus.
She is the author of Wounds of Returning: Race, Memory, and Property on the Postslavery Plantation (University of North Carolina Press,
2007) and coeditor, with Don E. Walicek, of Guantánamo and American Empire: The Humanities Respond (Palgrave Macmillan, 2018)
and the Sargasso volume
(2019). Her essays, short stories, poetry, and creative nonfiction have appeared in
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José Ramón Sánchez Levya (Casa de Cultura, Ciudad de Guantánamo, Cuba): Construir una Base de P
Prisionero de sus Propias P
Describir el proceso de escritura de un libro de poemas sobre la base naval norteamericana de la bahía de Guantánamo, como un acto
creativo que reconstruye un territorio real, y a la vez es un acto de encierro voluntario en el mismo campo que abre la poesía. Describir
cómo el proceso de escritura de los poemas de la base naval y la prisión que contiene, logra una saturación de la realidad que hace
desbordar la expresión hacia zonas imaginativas: la objetividad a fuerza de acumularse se vuelve subjetiva. Atravesar la historia de la
base desde sus inicios, y sobre todo concentrar la mayor potencia de escritura posible en los eventos que se desencadenan a partir del
11 de septiembre de 2001: a partir de esta fecha Gitmo deja de ser únicamente un escenario regional y bilateral y adquiere un
protagonismo trasatlántico donde vuelven a chocar las placas tectónicas geopolíticas de Oriente y Occidente. Darles la voz rítmica de los
poemas a los prisioneros, para que el autor sea también un prisionero, un parigual de los detenidos. La voz rítmica de los poemas y la
pasión vuelta carácter es la opción para levantar un testimonio que sobrepase el conocimiento anecdótico. Rehacer la ficha de uno de los
prisioneros con 25 textos de El mar y la montaña (1921) de Regino Boti. 25 poemas que sustituyen la información carcelaria y describen
el paisaje natural de la bahía y sus alrededores. Explicar que, sin la triple presión de los contrarios (Cuba, Estados Unidos, prisioneros
musulmanes) sobre un territorio severamente delimitado con fronteras, pero ambiguamente interpretado por las leyes, no se hubiera
creado ese agujero negro que es la base naval, y tampoco se hubieran escrito estos poemas. Mostrar el proceso de escritura de algunos
de los poemas a través de sus múltiples correcciones: la historia de este libro es paralela pero no idéntica a la historia de la base que
procura interpretar. Los poemas son secundarios a la base, y a la vez se organizan como sujeto de su propia singularidad: establecer la
escritura en una zona de fractura política garantiza un flujo de vitalidad.
José Ramón Sánchez Leyva (Guantánamo, 3 de noviembre de 1972) es autor de los siguientes libros Aislada noche (2005), Marabú
(2012), El derrumbe (2012), 22 (2017) y Talibán (2018). Es editor de la revista La Noria. Compiló en 2017 la antología bilingüe (españolportugués) de poesía cubana contemporánea Nocaute: 6 Poetas Cuba Hoje. Trabaja como Instructor de Literatura de la Casa de Cultura
Municipal. Actualmente vive en su ciudad natal.
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Don E. Walicek (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus): Freedom and the Figured Worlds of Guantánamo Bay
How should incarceration and freedom be narrated as we commemorate the twentieth anniversary of the establishment of detention
operations at Guantánamo Bay? How should they be reimagined? Consisting of three main parts, this essay uses tools of critical discourse
analysis to consider how linguistic choices and moves have shaped discourses of freedom in the history of Guantánamo Bay, Cuba and
the broader Caribbean region. It documents discourses of freedom as components of divergent, contradictory, and competing
epistemologies by exploring the dynamics of meaningconscious and unconscious levels and shaped by linguistic decisions, figured worlds are our real-world tools of interpretation that
recognize only a narrow range of relevant acts as meaningful. As they simplify our world, they erase certain individuals and publics, value
m that are
linked to the genocide of the Indigenous peoples who lived in eastern Cuba in the sixteenth century and to the illegal trafficking of enslaved
Africans through Guantánamo Bay following the prohibition of the slave trade by Britain and the U.S. in 1808. Engaging the notion of
coloniality articulated by Maldonado-Torres (2020), it considers how the figured worlds and perspectives of those who are colonized,
enslaved, or forced to buy their freedom, compare to those of colonizers, slavemasters, and captors. These are linked to the contemporary
arrative
strategies that guide its interactions with members of the press. A call for intervention, part three analyzes the discursive construction of
freedom in the writings of former prisoners such as Mansoor Adayfi, Mohammed Al-Hamiri, and Mohamedou Ould Slahi. It argues that
these works are key resources for using language to restore memory (an act essential for commemoration) and combatting what the
Jamaican theorist Sylvia Wynter (2000) identifies as
Don E. Walicek is Professor of English and linguistics in the College of Humanities at the University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus.
His main research areas are creole studies, historical sociolinguistics, and cultural studies. He has completed projects dealing with issues
of language, memory, and cultural contact in Anguilla, Cuba, and the Dominican Republic. He and Jessica Adams are the co-editors of
Guantánamo and American Empire; The Humanities Respond (Palgrave Macmillan, 2018) and the Sargasso volume
Next? (2019). In 2019, Walicek was a Fulbright Scholar at the Karl-Franzens University of Graz and a fellow of the American Council of
Learned Societies. He has served as Editor of the Caribbean Studies journal Sargasso since 2009. His recent publications on Guantánamo
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include
of Migration, Falschrum Books, 2021).

Mohammed Al-Hamiri, Mouhamedou Ould Slahi, and the Caribbean Past Forms

Esther Whitfield (Brown University, USA): Guantánamo and the Idea of Home
-

nee
sed,
and the different temporal dimensions in which
they dwell there, ranging from the indefinite, to the short-term, to the permanent - traces of the affective, spatial and social strategies that
the
-security cellblocks, their belongings confiscated, chart in their memoirs geographies of
the familiar. The community journalism of US Navy servicepeople and their families subscribes to an image of the base as small-town
n the base tend nostalgically to their houses, while
Cuban artists working in the border town of Caimanera draw on the traditional materials of local labor fishing nets, driftwood, salt to
reflect on the subtleties of their cohabitation with the U.S. base. Reading these accounts and representations together, this paper
antánamo: a
coheres not only as a space of divided political hostilities, but also as a geographically
and conceptually continuous borderland.
Esther Whitfield is Associate Professor of Comparative Literature and Hispanic Studies at Brown University. She is author of Cuban
(University of Minnesota Press, 2008) and has published articles on literary writing in
post-Soviet Cuba and borders, visibility and surveillance at the Guantánamo naval base. She is currently wri
f
Eastern Cuba as a borderland region that shares a natural environment, a marking of human lives by isolation, and a body of literature
and art privileging survival over political hostility.
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Panel #2
Jonathan Cortez (Brown University, USA): The Age of Encampment: The Rise of Federally-Funded Camps in the United States, 19331946
This presentation attempts to chart a history of federally-funded encampments in the United States from the very beginning of the New
Deal to the end of World War II. By speaking broadly about the political, economic, and social dynamics that gave rise to these
encampments, this presentation homes in on the transition from welfare to warfare and the rise of the military industrial complex as a
over 6 million
individuals were encamped in U.S. government-funded camps. I argue that encampments as an architectural form became a surveillance
mechanism used by the U.S. government for the purposes of maintaining racial, economic, and military control. Migrant labor camps,
enemy alien detention camps, and foreign contract labor camps were all imagined to function similarly, and in fact even operated on the
same campground, a phenomenon I call spatial scripts. Further, what is the relationship of these encampments to the history and theories
of incarceration? How do they function similarly and differently than the prison industrial complex? What I hope to achieve here is how
federally-funded encampments were at once derived within the realm of carceral logics but are also a distinct formulation of their own.
Overall, this presentation seeks to lay out the economic, political, and social dimensions of camps as a tool for regulating threatening
bodies throughout the mid-twentieth century.
Jonathan Cortez is a Ph.D. candidate of American Studies at Brown University. They are a historian of 20th-century issues of race, labor,
(im)migration, surveillance, space, relational Ethnic Studies, and Latinx Studies. Their research focuses on the rise of federally-funded
encampments (i.e., the concentration of populations) from the advent of the New Deal until post WWII era. Jonathan is currently a Ford
Predoctoral Fellow as well as a curatorial assistant at the Smithsonian National Museum of American History. Jonathan will be the César
Chávez Postdoctoral Fellow in the Department of Latin American, Latino, and Caribbean Studies at Dartmouth College from 2021-2023.
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Martin Gabriel (University of Klagenfurt, Austria): Reducciones de Indios

Imperial Rule, Religious Indoctrination, and Indigenous

Resilience in Spanish America
One of the central elements of implementing (or trying to implement) Spanish colonial rule in the Americas was the organization of
indigenous communities into so-called
(reducciones). While in some regions like Central Mexico many of the preica (e. g. in
many areas of the Viceroyalty of Perú) were completely reshaped after the founding of reductions had been ordered by a real cédula in
1548. Of course, the reductions cannot be described as prison camps. In my opinion, at least in some way they tended to resemble
of indigenous settlements that were now ordered to live in one location (often the site of a pre-Columbian center, sometimes an entirely
new settlement), which aimed at better access for colonial administration, facilitating missionary operations, enhanced oversight in
security matters, and the reorientation of American economies as part of the imperial project. One of the central features of these
n the transformation of indigenous social structures. Different settlement patterns changed the ways in which
social spaces
of the reducciones were the embodiment of a number of forcibly introduced changes. However, we should keep in mind that, especially
in Mexico, the organization into pueblos and reducciones de indios often was key for indigenous communities trying to defend their access
to natural and economic resources through channels of the colonial judicial system.
Martin Gabriel (born 1983) studied history at the University of Klagenfurt (Austria). He received his PhD in 2019 with a thesis on 19th
century irregular warfare. Since 2012, he has been a lecturer in Modern History at the University of Klagenfurt and, in 2019, was visiting
lecturer at the Department of History, University of Graz. His research interests include global history (16th to 19th c.), imperial and
colonial history (primarily Spain, United States, Austria-Hungary), social and economic history, and the history of transcultural violence.
Florian Traussnig (BIK, University of Graz, Austria):

rld War II

anent logic of
World War II would turn this place of relative wilderness into an Army training camp that would altogether house 14,000 ski troops and
800 buildings. Within a few months this beautiful site morphed into a high-altitude industrial city named Camp Hale and became the
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home of the newly formed 10th US Mountain Division, i.e. the only major military unit of the US Army which specialized on winter and
mountain warfare. The genesis of Camp Hale strikingly epitomizes the American machine-in-the-garden-motif and the dialectic between
I will examine the psychological and sociological
impact of space and mythology on the negotiations of identity and on the postwara mighty

al

tive space between
pastoral ideal and prosaic wartime reality, as well as between military uniformity and rugged individualism. Thus, and with some help of journalists
and historians after the fact, the former inhabitants of a crowded military area full of huts, roaring machines and smoking chimneys were able to (re)frame and shape their military service which for the large part was not that exceptional or diverse from other infantry units
warfare. Despite the fact that skis have seldom seen frontline action with the mountain troops and that Camp Hale was literally dismantled after the
-image of the 10th Mountain Division of WWII echoes through a myriad of books and articles to this very day.
Florian Traussnig is a historian in the field of contemporary military history and propaganda studies. He has published three monographs on the
ute for Research
on the Consequences of War (BIK) in Graz he serves as principal investigator of the ongoing project:
Short digital
biographies and database of Austrian exiles in the US 10th Mountain Division of World War II. He also is curator for discourse at the cultural center
KULTUM Graz.

58

Panel #3
Christian Cwik (C.IAS, University of Graz, Austria): Austrian Enemy Aliens in Trinidadian Internment Camps, 1940-45
Un índice de nombres, desenterrado en los Archivos Nacionales de Londres (Kew), nos da evidencia de alrededor de 386 alienígenas enemigos en
Trinidad y Tobago con fecha límite de noviembre de 1939. Algunos de ellos pude identificar como refugiados austriacos debido a fuentes de los
Archivos de la Comunidad Judía (Israelitische Kultusgemeinde) en Viena, otros por fuentes del Museo Conmemorativo del Holocausto de los Estados
Unidos (USHMM) o los archivos del Comité de Desarrollo Judío (JDC), así como otros archivos en Trinidad, Curazao, EE. UU., Alemania, y Austria. En
la madrugada del 17 de junio de 1940, la familia Stecher fue sorprendentemente arrestada por la policía de Trinidad y Tobago en su apartamento de
la calle St Vincent en el centro de Puerto España. La familia fue separada después de pasar una noche en la cárcel policial. Hans, su padre y su tío
fueron internados en Nelson Island. mientras su madre y su tía fueron internadas en Caledonia. Aproximadamente tres meses después, las familias
se reunieron en el campamento recién construido en St. James. La familia estuvo internada casi hasta el final de la guerra. Uno de los principales
objetivos de la conferencia es obtener más información sobre la fuga de Austria a Trinidad, además sobre la vida en el campo a partir de biografías
seleccionadas de refugiados austriacos identificados.

Christian Cwik es un historiador austriaco de Viena. Desde 1999 el es profesor universitario para historia latinoamericana, caribeña y
atlántica en diferente niveles y de distinctas universidades como la Bolivariana en Caracas (Venezuela), la de Cartagena de Indias
(Colombia), la de La Habana (Cuba), la de las Indias Occidentales (Trinidad y Tobago) y de la Universidad de Graz (Austria). Además Cwik
enseñó a la Universidad de Erfurt, La Universidad Técnica de Dresden, la Universidad de Colona (todas Alemania), la Universidad de Viena
y la Universidad Pedro Olavide en Sevilla (España). El es autor de más de cien publicaciones. Desde 2014 Cwik es vicepresidente de la
Asociacion de Historiadores Latinoamericanos y Caribeños (ADHILAC) y desde 1996 presidente del KonaK.
Jorge Enrique Elias Caro (Universidad del Magdalena, Colombia): Los Campos de Concentración en Colombia Durante la Segunda Guerra
Mundial
Durante la Segunda Guerra en Colombia se implementaron centros de internación para alemanes, austriacos, japoneses e italianos en
distintas partes de la geografía nacional, especialmente en Fusagasugá y en el Eje Cafetero, siguiendo instrucciones de las Fuerzas
Aliadas, pues el país políticamente decidió apoyar a los Estados Unidos y demás miembros aliados. Igualmente, inició un proceso de
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expropiación y nacionalización de las empresas de capital alemán e italiano, en gran medida, entre ellos almacenes comerciales, mineras,
agrícolas, bancos y servicios financieros y del transporte como fluviales y aéreas.
Jorge Enrique Elias Caro es presidente de la Asociación de Historia Económica del Caribe (AHEC) y vicepresidente de la Asociación de
Historiadores Latinoamericanos y del Caribe (ADHILAC) y Colombiana de Estudios del Caribe (ACOLEC). Profesor Titular de la
Universidad del Magdalena, Santa Marta (Colombia) en donde además ejerce como Vicerrector de Investigación. Director del Grupo de
Investigación "Historia Empresarial y Desarrollo Regional", Categoría A1. Investigador Senior del Sistema de Ciencia, Tecnología e
Innovación de Minciencias (Colombia). Es docente visitante a nivel de maestrías y doctorados en varias universidades de Europa y
América Latina. Doctor en Ciencias Históricas y Máster en Historia Contemporánea, mención Estudios Latinoamericanos por la
Universidad de La Habana; Magister en Administración de Empresas por la Universidad del Norte (Colombia). Ha realizado estancias
postdoctorales en Patrimonio en la Universidad de Huelva (España) y en Historia Económica de América Latina en la Pontificia Universidad
Católica de Sao Paulo PUCSP (Brasil). Ha publicado libros, capítulos de libros y artículos científicos en revistas académicas arbitradas e
indexadas de Alemania, Inglaterra, España, Austria, Dinamarca, Portugal, Estados Unidos, México, Brasil, Cuba, Chile, Venezuela,
Panamá, Honduras, República Dominicana, Argentina, Paraguay, Costa Rica, Ecuador y Colombia. Es miembro de comités editoriales y
asesor científico de revistas científicas, culturales e institucionales en varios países de Europa, Norte América, América Latina y el Caribe.
Sergio Guerra Vilaboy (Universidad de La Habana, Cuba): Historia del Reclusorio Cubano de de Isla de Pinos y los Prisioneros Alemanes
y Japonenses Durante la Segunda Guerra Mundal
La presente ponencia trata de la historia de la Isla de Pinos como campo de prisioneros y del reclusorio modelo allí instalado, a donde
fueron trasladados durante la Segunda Guerra Mundial los japoneses y alemanes residentes en Cuba. El destino de la segunda mayor isla
de archipiélago cubano para el encierro de prisioneros comenzó durante el periodo colonial español, condenados a trabajar en las canteras
de mármol, época en la que José Martí estuvo recluido en ese territorio. Durante la dictadura de Gerardo Machado se construyó el llamado
Presidio Modelo, en donde fueron encerrado los opositores a su régimen. Fue también el lugar al que fueron trasladados los japoneses e
italianos entre 1941 y 1945, por el simple hecho de procedes de esos países, aspecto que se desarrolla en esta ponencia
Sergio Guerra Vilaboy es historiador cubano, Catedrático de Historia de América Latina y Director del Departamento de Historia de la
Universidad de la Habana, Presidente de la Asociación de Historiadores Latinoamericanos y del Caribe (ADHILAC) y Académico de
60

Número de la Academia de la Historia de Cuba y Correspondiente de la de Ecuador y de la Iberoamericana de la Rábida en España. Ph.
D. en Historia por la Universidad de Leipzig (Alemania). Es director del programa de doctorados en Historia de la Universidad de La
Habana. Autor de más de seiscientos artículos, ensayos y libros sobre la historia latinoamericana, entre estos: El dilema de la
independencia (Premio de la Academia de Ciencias de Cuba, 1995), Jugar con Fuego: Guerra social y utopía en la independencia de
América Latina y el Caribe (Premio Extraordinario Casa de las Américas por el Bicentenario de la Emancipación Hispanoamericana en
2010), Nueva Historia Mínima de América Latina: Biografía de un continente (Premio de la Crítica de Ciencia y Técnica en 2014 del
Instituto Cubano del Libro) y Breve historia de la integración latinoamericana: Un sueño bicentenario (2015). Entre sus libros más recientes
América Latina después de la independencia. De la Capitulación de Ayacucho a la Revolución Mexicana (2019) y Vidas Maestras que ya
no están (2020). En 2018 recibió el Premio Nacional de Ciencias Sociales y Humanísticas de la República de Cuba.
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Panel #4
Gale Coskan-Johnson (Brock University in Ontario, Canada): Posturing, Performing, and Speaking Back: Reading Detainee Resistance
der
of United States Southern Command (US Southcom) on March 16, 2021, many narratives about the Americas intersect. The central
pu
ánamo Bay Detention Center. The
US State is
my in the
western hemisphere. Villains occupy or insinuate themselves into this space (Russia, China, Iran, Cuba, Venezuela, Nicaragua, AlISIS, Hizbollah) while US Southcom fights valiantly against them for its friends (Honduras, El Salvador, Columbia, Curacao) who are
vulnerable, need to be guided by the U.S. to respect human rights, and are in need of protection from the enemies especially from their
e Geneva Convention and the writ of habeas corpus.
Illustrating the mobile and citational nature of this discourse, indefinite detention managed to refigure under the Trump administration
and attach itself to families with children who began increasingly experiencing horrific forms of indefinite detention on the US/Mexican
border (Herrera 2019). In this presentation, I will juxtapose the address by Faller to the transcripts of a series of Combatant Status Review
2011). I am interested in exploring the particular ways that the narratives, words, and
haps, escapes
grasp. I seek ways of reading these hegemonic texts in which detainees are not only addressed but also speaks
back (or forward) to the sovereign speech of Admiral Craig S. Faller.
Gale Coskan-Johnson is Associate Professor of Writing and Rhetoric at Brock University in Ontario, Canada. She is currently Graduate
Program Director for the Text/Community / Discourse MA and is affiliated with the MA in Social Justice and Equity Studies (SJES). She
teaches courses on the history of rhetoric and the rhetorics of history, contemporary rhetorical theory, critical theory, and public writing.
Her research focuses on the entangled rhetorics of sovereignty and transnational migration as they emerge in public, popular,
discourses and in the ways that transnational immigrants resist the positions into which these narratives work to place them.
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Teodora Tea Ristevska & Iztok Prezelj (University of Ljubljana, Slovenia): Democratic Security after 9/11: A Political Discourse Analysis of
the US Presidential Speeches on Guantánamo Bay
The concept of democratic security addresses the dilemma between the fundamental rights guaranteed by a democratic society on the
one hand and individual and national security on the other. The fact that a balance between these two aspects of democratic security is
difficult to establish as a long-term solution raises the question under which conditions this balance is created or framed, why and by
whom? In our presentation, we focus on democratic security after 9/11 and the U.S. global counterterrorism campaign in response to the
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, identifying and examining two socially
process of providing security in the United States. In the first category, state actors use frames that emphasize national security; in the
second, they emphasize the importance of freedom and human rights. We have searched for the underlying meaning structures and
framing terminology used by U.S. presidents over the past two decades in the context of the Guantánamo Bay Detention Camp. The
purpose of this presentation is to highlight the implications for democratic security in the United States following revelations about the
use of torture, the use of military commissions, and the extraordinary rendition of terror suspects. These practices have exposed a wide
range of human rights violations and weakened the democratic quality of U.S. security policy, particularly in the context of the legal and
moral issues surrounding the military prison at Guantánamo Bay.
Teodora Tea Ristevska has a BA in Political Science, MA in Political Science, MA in European Studies and is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in
Defense at the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Ljubljana. She works as Junior Researcher at the Defence Research Centre (Faculty
of Social Sciences, University of Ljubljana). Her research interests are democratic security, human rights, and terrorism and anti-terrorism
measures after 9/11, Migration Flows in Europe with special focus on the Western Balkans, etc.
Iztok Prezelj is a Professor and Vice-Dean for Scientific Research at the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Ljubljana. He has been a
member of Slovenian governmental interagency working groups in the fields of counterterrorism and crisis management. He was also
Adjunct Professor in the Program on Terrorism (PTSS) at the George C. Marshall Centre in Garmisch-Partenkirchen (Germany). Prezelj is
the author of Improving Inter -organizational Cooperation in Counterterrorism based on a Quantitative SWOT Assessment, Public
Management Review, 2015; and Inter-organizational Cooperation and Coordination in the Fight against Terrorism: From Undisputable
Necessity to Paradoxical Challenges, Comparative Strategy, 2014.
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rgument:
When the United States leased the site for the Guantánamo Bay naval station from Cuba in 1903, the agreement contained an
unexplained clause that prohibited commercial enterprises from operating there something that could not have occurred anyway, as all
functions at American military bases were carried out by the U.S. government at the time. A plausible reason for the provision is that Cuba
sought to protect nearby businesses from any competition that might eventually be allowed at the base to serve U.S. personnel. The
clause became U.S. law with the rest of the lease, ensuring that all activity at Guantánamo Bay would be directly state-run. The absence
of commercial business persisted long after the Cuban revolution, until the U.S. Department of Defense began to privatize activities at all
military bases in the 1970s apparently without considering that Guantánamo Bay was the one site where this was banned. Nonetheless,
the U.S. has argued that the lease as written remains in force to justify its continued presence on Cuban territory. Today, Guantánamo
Bay is home to an entire private sector economy of dubious legality that supports the military activities there, and which is critical to the
es to be found
s. It also assesses the situation in
connection with a developing aspect of international law the obligations of the private sector in ensuring the protection of human rights.
Michael J. Strauss
ques (Paris) and advisor to the OHCHR (Geneva), is the
author of The Leasing of Guantánamo Bay (Praeger, 2009) and numerous articles and book chapters about the base, including
á
Responsibility for Human Rights at Guantá
Law Journal, 2013). He teaches about Guantánamo Bay and advises the
Guantánamo
Institute for the Study of Human Rights.
Maha Hilal (Muslim Counterpublics Lab, USA): Excluding Guantánamo: Abolition and the Question of Redeemability
Guantánamo Bay Prison is perhaps the most enduring and powerful symbol of the way in which Muslims have been criminalized and
dehumanized since the early days of the War on Terror. The men detained at Guantánamo have been held under an approach that can
- the indelible association with terrorism with which they are burdened is
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completely untethered, in a legal sense, from the question of actual guilt, and this, as well as the horrific conditions they have suffered,
aligns with the dominant narrative of the post-9/11 era. The national security narratives that have come to dominate over the past twenty
years have constructed the United States as the victim of a blind, unreasoning hatred emanating from the Arab world. Similarly, it has
ver for the US
Guantánamo has largely been
excluded from the wider conversation around abolition thus far. The concept of rehabilitation, the idea that a human being fundamentally
should not be reduced to merely their crime, or defined forever by their interaction with the carceral state, is central abolitionism. The
Muslim men detained at Guantánamo Bay Prison, however, have been constructed as inherently irredeemable. This narrative net of
irredeemability is twoconsidered with any eye toward human dignity. Second, it uses Islamophobic tropes and nationalist rhetoric to apply this lens to not only
individuals who have committed a known wrongdoing, but across the board, to the entire Muslim world. The relentless logic of this
discursive strategy is reflected in the fact that even men who have been released from Guantánamo have not been vindicated of the
crimes for which they were indefinitely detained and tortured. Instead, the US "transfers" them out of the prison and they live with the
stigma of terrorism long after they leave Guantánamo's ugly walls. Incorporating Guantánamo Bay prison into the abolition movement is
vital to meaningfully challenging the state violence that lies at the heart of both the US carceral state domestically and its reflection (and
perhaps inevitable endpoint) in the offshore military facility. To do this, we must interrogate and dismantle the narratives that have created
a whole category of irredeemability for Muslims as terrorists.
Maha Hilal is a researcher and writer on institutionalized Islamophobia and author of the book Innocent Until Proven Muslim: Islamophobia,
the War on Terror, and the Muslim Experience Since 9/11. Her writings have appeared in Vox, Al Jazeera, Middle East Eye, Newsweek,
Business Insider, Truthout, among others. She is the founding Executive Director of the Muslim Counterpublics Lab, former Co-Director
of Justice for Muslims Collective and was previously the inaugural Michael Ratner Middle East Fellow at the Institute for Policy Studies in
Washington, D.C. Dr. Hilal is also an organizer with Witness Against Torture and a Council member of the School of the Americas Watch.
She earned her doctorate in May 2014 from the Department of Justice, Law and Society at American University in Washington, D.C. and
the title of her dissertation was "Too Damn Muslim to be Trusted: The War on Terror and the Muslim American Response." She received
her MS in Counseling and her BS in Sociology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
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Panel #5
Marco Cabrera Geserick (Gustavus Adolphus College, Minnesota, USA): Understanding the Cuban Reconcentracion: A View from Latin
America
During the War for Cuban Independence (1895-1898), Spanish General Valeriano Weyler imposed a new counter-insurgency policy to
win the conflict: the reconcentración. This forced relocation system caused the death of thousands of inhabitants from rural Cuba. Some
recent research states that the rate of mortality in reconcentrado areas reached five times the normal death rates during every year of the
war. Most of the
News of the reconcentración effects were used as the main tool for US propaganda to take control of Cuba from Spain. Studies of the
Irish nationalist newspapers and the French press demonstrate that opinions were divided between pro-Cuban and pro-Spanish support,
sively on
the war, but there is no study that analyzes how the reconcentración was perceived in the region. This paper presents the result of the
study of late nineteenth century Latin American newspapers on the subject.
Marco Cabrera Geserick is Assistant Professor of Latin American history at Gustavus Adolphus College, Minnesota. His work concentrates
on the nineteenth century in Latin America, especially on concepts like National identity, Nation-State building, and Collective Memory.
His book The Legacy of the Filibuster War: National Identity and Collective Memory in Central America, which analyzes the political uses
of the Filibuster War (1855-1860) in the creation of Costa Rican national identity, was published by Lexington Press in 2019. He is
currently working on an international history of the Filibuster War, as well as on a volume on Ephemeral Nations.
Fernando Bruquetas de Castro (Universidad Las Palmas, Spain): Presencia Canaria en la Guerra del 95-98 y en los Preliminares
Este trabajo estudia el proceso migratorio que tuvo lugar en Canarias a lo largo del siglo XIX, provocado por la crisis estructural que afectó
al territorio insular. La migración individual, junto con la de familias o grupos numerosos, precisaba de la autorización gobernativa insular,
que se obtenía a través de «comendaticias» (cartas o despachos en los que se recomendaba a los viajeros). Las autoridades casi siempre
fueron proclives a proteger el flujo migratorio, excepto cuando se consideraba peligroso por el despoblamiento de las islas o por la escasez
de mano de obra para las tareas agrícolas. La documentación analizada, fundamentalmente estas «comendaticias», licencias de embarque
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y permisos de viajes, proporciona datos relevantes de los intereses personales que estimulaban la emigración, y a la vez transmiten
aspectos generales de la sociedad canaria que contextualizan el momento histórico del país. La participación de los canarios en la guerra
cubana de 1895-98 es un aspecto colateral que se colige de los documentos analizados.
Fernando Bruquetas de Castro. Es Catedrático de Historia Moderna (EU) por la Universidad de Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, donde imparte
docencia desde 1993. Conocido líder académico, actualmente coordina las asignaturas de Historia Moderna de Europa e Historia del
Mundo Atlántico en el Grado de Historia y tiene a su cargo la asignatura de Historia de Canarias en la Facultad de Ciencias Jurídicas.
Fernando Bruquetas de Castro es vicepresidente de la Academia de Estudios Históricos «Apolo Délfico», y de las academias de Estudios
y Relaciones de Santo Domingo y México; miembro de la Sociedad Científica El Museo Canario y del Instituto de Estudios Canari
Lucia Vieira Vera (Universidad Pontificada de São Paulo, Brazil): Modalidades de los Campos de Concentración en el Brasil Republicano:
el Estado del Arte de la Producción Historiográfica Sobre el Tema
Una revisión de la producción académica sobre los centros de detención en Brasil en la primera mitad del siglo XX, identificados como
campos de concentración, a demostrado la existencia de tres modalidades distintas de este tipo de confinamiento: el primero son los
confinamientos forzados de campesinos miserables que, en períodos de la sequía, deambulaban por los campos acercándose a los centros
urbanos. Más comunes en el norte y noreste de Brasil, existieran desde finales del siglo XIX, alcanzando su máxima expresión durante la
Era Vargas (1930-1945). Un segundo tipo de campos de concentración son aquellos espacios de confinamiento destinados a extranjeros
u originarios de países del Eje y que se implementaron a partir de 1942, tras el giro del gobierno de Vargas a favor de Estados Unidos
(1941). En este sentido, alemanes, japoneses e italianos en menor medida, o sus descendientes, fueron declarados enemigos del Estado.
Estos campos de concentración eran más comunes en el sur del país, donde se asentaron un mayor número de colonias compuestas por
estos protagonistas. En historiografía encontré referencias a un solo campo de concentración para prisioneros de guerra: los soldados
alemanes cuyo barco había anclado en las costas brasileñas, en ese período de la Segunda Guerra Mundial. Un tercer tipo son las unidades
de confinamiento creadas también por el gobierno de Vargas, que funcionaban como colonias agrícolas, camufladas bajo institutos
penales, es decir, como si fueran escuelas técnicas agrícolas, pero también destinadas a extranjeros o descendientes, provenientes de
países del Eje. Solo en São Paulo, hubo más de 10 repartidos por el interior del estado. En estos, estos protagonistas fueron mezclados
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con políticos perseguidos o contraventores comunes. En común es el hecho de que todas fueron iniciativas de los gobiernos, locales,
regionales o federales, pero para cuya existencia contribuyeron todas las esferas gubernamentales. Analizar la vigencia de los campos de
concentración en Brasil exige no solo configurar en qué consistieron, sino también la relevancia de usar el término para denominar este
tipo de confinamientos, debido a que el estatus epistemológico está ligado a la política de exterminio de personas, justificada por su etnia
característica (judíos y gitanos), aunque se reconoce que también afectaron a miles de personas perseguidas por su ideología (como los
comunistas). En tercer lugar, el límite en el que se ubica este artículo es verificar el estado del arte de la producción académica sobre estos
campos de concentración vigente en Brasil en la primera mitad del siglo XX.
Lucia Vieira Vera es profesora doctora de História. Pontifícia Universidade Católica de São Paulo (PUCSP), SP/Br. Coordenadora do Centro
de Estudos de História da América latina (CEHAL PUCSP ). Presidente Adhilac Brasil. Autora, juntamente com Nora Rut Krawczyk, do
livro: Uma perspectiva Histórica Sociológica da Reforma Educacional na América Latina: Argentina, Brasil, Chile e México nos anos 1990.
SP: Liber Livro, 2012. Coordenadora do Observatório da Violência Policial e Direitos Humanos (ovp-dh.org).
Jaydy Mir Sira (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras): Discourses about AIDS and the Detention of HIV Positive Haitians at Camp Bulkeley
Oral and written accounts from Camp Bulkeley can be analyzed using critical discourse analysis to better understand the history of
Guantánanmo Bay and controversies surrounding the detention of Haitian asylum seekers at the camp. The U.S. military built Camp
Bulkeley in the late 1940s as a marine training camp at its naval base in Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, and in the 1990s converted it into a
space to hold 270 HIV+ Haitian asylum-seekers. The government enforced laws and policies establishing that Haitians who tested
positive for HIV could not enter the U.S., leaving hundreds of detained asylum-seekers in political limbo. While Haitian migrants, lawyers,
and activists represented Camp Bulkeley as a site of inhumane living conditions, the U.S. military depicted the camp as a temporary haven
this crisis. F

re
f three factors that led up to this crisis: U.S.
management of the AIDS crisis, the discursive association between AIDS and Haiti, and political events in Haiti. The main part of this
analysis will consider how linguistic decision strategies of communication related to AIDS differ for four groups: (i) the U.S. military, (ii)
lawyers and activists, (iii) the Haitian detainees, and (iv) the print media. I hypothesize that the stark contrast between the use of language
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by HIV+ Haitian migrants and the U.S. mil
tions against
their mistreatment, queer activism in the U.S. was important; for example, the AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power organized protests on
their behalf, held hunger strikes, and attempted to ensure that public services would be offered to the detainees upon their entry into the
U.S. (Chávez 2012). What role did linguistic choices play in realizing these actions?
Jaydy Mir Sira was born in San Juan, Puerto Rico to a Puerto Rican father and a first-generation Puerto Rican mother of Venezuelan
descent. She graduated with
literature in English in May 2020 with honors. Currently, she is a graduate student at the
University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras campus where she studies English linguistics and works as the assistant editor of the magazine
Tonguas. She aspires to continue her graduate studies in linguistics and anthropology. Her interests are discourse analysis, language, art,
queer studies, and music in Puerto Rico and other parts of the Caribbean.
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Panel #6
Maritza Stanchich (University of Puert
This paper is a meditation on memoirs of imprisonment by two Puerto Rican authors in diaspora, Piri Thomas (1928-2011) and Irene Vilar
(1969- ), the first known for his ground-breaking Nuyorican semi-autobiographical novel Down These Mean Streets (1967), and the latter
for her searing memoir of abortion addiction Impossible Motherhood (2009). Taking as a point of departure MacArthur Genius award
bedroom as
they communicate to each other via videos on a screen, this paper explores the gendered dimensions and inter-generational trauma of
Down These Mean Streets,
namely Savior, Savior, Hold My Hand (1972) and Seven Long Times (1974)
erving a sevenyear prison term in a penal system now known for having the highest incarceration rates in the world per capita, which Thomas forcefully
criticizes in these works as instrumentalized dehumanization. Also focusing on a work that received less critical attention,
earlier book
Gallery (1996) recounts her institutionalization in a psychiatric hospital, while laying her own claim to her
. federal
prison after shooting up the U.S. Congress with three fellow compatriots in 1954, and who is still revered as a national hero in Puerto
Rico after her death in 2011. My focus on the legacies children and grandchildren of the imprisoned inherit in these works by Osorio,
emigrated
erving two
between the
Caribbean, the United States, and Central Europe.
Maritza Stanchich, Ph.D., is Professor of English at University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras, where she teaches Puerto Rican diaspora,
Latinx, Caribbean and American literatures. Her essays on William Faulkner, Puerto Rican diaspora literature, and the crisis in Puerto Rico,
have been published in journals and books. She also served in the Academic Senate. An award-winning writer, her columns for The
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Huffington Post, The New York Times and The Guardian
She has also worked
for academic unionization. From New Jersey, of Croatian and Peruvian descent, she has lived in Puerto Rico for 20 years.
Jan S. Carlo Irizarry (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus): Love Encapsuled in Walls
The exploration of four alternative historical fiction short stories of different love relationships (romance, family, our countries and societies,
and others), in people trapped in different concentration camps, and/or other such positions as political or military prisoners. At the same
time, the characters of these tales have a spiritual connection with the hearts, minds, and experiences of people in containment and
isolation, intermingled between past, present, and future. The characters are inundated by visions, dream sequences, and extra-sensorial
experiences of people in similar situations across time, as an individual mechanism of coping and empathizing across all dimensions.
Going from two immigrant lovers who find love with each other in a detention center; a recent orphan boy with a woman who lost
everything in the invasion; three recent political prisoners after an insurrection; and finally, a senator connected to the dominating power
in control of the fates of ether prisoners. The scenes traverse different imprisoning, or detainment, centers in the United States, Puerto
Rico, Cuba, Mexico, Germany, China, Africa, among other locations. At the same time, we try analyzing the historical events in the
background as causes of their current precarious positions. This varied portrayal is a short exercise of comprehension concerning the
connection with human suffering preluding hope or death. The tales serve as cautionary tales on the inability of Man of stopping hurting
others despite the change of settings and eras, introspecting our tribulations in positions of both victims and victimizers.
Jan S. Carlo Irizarry
English literature with strong interests in creative writing. From Mayagüez, Puerto Rico, Irizarry
is both deeply enthralled and concerned about the Caribbean, our place in the world, but more than anything, the devastation brought by
power and capitalism, with aspirations that encompass the traditional, arduous work of academia, while imagining the worlds of
fantastical science fiction in eclectic compositions.
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The publication of the Manifesto della Razza followed by a series of anti-Semitic decrees in 1938 forced almost 6,000 Italian Jews to flee.
Besides the United States of America, the United Kingdom was one of the major refuge countries. However, after Mussolini declared war
on Britain and France on 10 June 1940, also Italians in the UK
among them were also some Jewish refugees and political refugees who had fled from fascist Italy to Great Britain. Despite all these
measures, the British public and the government were still concerned about potential fascist saboteurs among the German and Italian
internees. Therefore, the Churchill-government deported in July 1940 Prisoners of War as well as civilian internees (including refugees)
itories such as Canada. The paper draws attention to the internment of the about 400
deported Italians in Canada with a special focus on the Jewish refugees among them. Based on historical sources, first, socio-demographic
characteristics will be elaborat
Italian fascists and Italian Jews were interned together, will be discussed and analyzed with the help of autobiographical texts. In this
context, the conditions for the release of interned refugees from the Canadian internment and the associated complicated process during
the Second World War (including memories about that long-lasting procedure) will be examined in more detail as this also had
significance for the future life paths of such Italian Jewish refugees: The release from Canadian internment led, for example, via Cuba to
the USA, back to the UK or to remain in Canada.
Andrea Strutz
for Research on
Consequences of War, lecturer at the University of Graz, postdoctoral habilitation in Contemporary History. She has published widely on
the role of memory for Austrian Jewish refugees and their families, on measures for victims of Nazism and on migrations to and exile in
Canada. She serves as speaker and chair of the History Section of the Association for Canadian Studies in German-speaking Countries
(GKS) and as network chair of the Oral History and Life History Network for the European Social Science History Conference (ESSHC).
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Panel #7
Jenna Ann Altomonte (Mississippi State University, USA): Musings from the Cell: Creative Interventions from Spaces of Exception
-mountainsAliya Hana Husseum, Guantánamo Bay Detention
Center
In the aftermath of 9/11, the United States increased an already-present attack on people identifying as Arab, Muslim, Middle Eastern,
and/or South Asian. Perpetuated in print media, cable news shows, films, and television, horrific images of tortured bodies were
juxtaposed with patriotic footage of Americana. This juxtaposition sought to warrant United States intervention in places like Iraq and
Afghanistan, assuring American viewers that their freedom and hegemony would remain secure. Resulting from 9/11, the United States
routinely placed individuals in definite and indefinite detention in places like Guantánamo Bay and Abu Gharib. The torture and human
rights violations committed at these facilities resulted in minimal reprimand for the American perpetrators. Currently, Guantánamo Bay
remains in operation with inmates held indefinitely. Considering the theme of the conference, my proposed talk critiques the various
creative modes of representation from inmates previously and currently incarcerated in US-based detention centers in the aftermath of
9/11. Using examples from the 2017 exhibition, Ode to the Sea: Art from Guantánamo, and the 2015 poetry book Sand Opera by Philip
Metres, I chronicle the torture, psychological damage, and mental anguish experienced by inmates incarcerated by the United States. I
position the role of the inmate as the focal point of discussion by examining how their artworks amplify their trauma in these spaces of
exception.
Jenna Ann Altomonte is an Assistant Professor of Art History at Mississippi State University. She received her Master of Arts in Art History
(2009) and Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Arts (2017) from Ohio University. Her primary area of research centers on global contemporary art,
virtual trauma, and digital performance studies with a specialization in political and social intervention practices. Her current research
endeavors examine responses to contested, occupied, and conflicted spaces in the post-9/11 era. Re
-Tadsen, Carnegie Mellon University
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Social Movements After the Arab Spring: Nationalism, Politics and Transnational Identity (eds. Eid Mohamed and Ayman El Desouky, IB
Tauris, 2020).
Michael Y. Cortés Bernard (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus): Echoes in Sleepless Nights: Guantánamo Poets Counteract
It would not be a novelty to state that humanistic approaches such as poetry, music, or chants are forms of resistance, but considering
how far these voices have traveled demonstrates that the defiance of poetry can be literal and practical. When lawyer Marc D. Falkoff
decided to edit and publish the poetry of Guantánamo prisoners, he confronted obstacles that prolonged the project for three years.
Nevertheless, Poems from Guantánamo: The Detainees Speak was published in 2007, despite omissions, alterations, translations, and
h will
explore some of the poems and lyrics included in the volume, considering them as literary countermeasures of defiance towards United
States antiCyaan
Guantánamo poets did so by materializing faith in God, maintaining optimism despite debilitating conditions, and using
rap poetry to channel emotions, among other effects. As a consequence of the literary practice, a large number of poems and verses were
discarded by the military while others were altered or censored, demonstrating that the expressions channeled through poetry are also
resistant in practicality. Through these poems, these voices of resistance made an impact by resonating through the Pentag
offices, to then be published so the world could witness the echoes of the Guantánamo poets.
Michael Y. Cortés Bernard
his Master of Arts in Literature in the Department of English at the University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus, where he is currently
pursuing his doctorate. His academic work explores both the lyrical and rhythmical compositions of Caribbean and Latino artists. Outside
of academic affairs, he can be found restlessly assisting public school students from lower socio-economic backgrounds and encouraging
them to aspire to a college level education.
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Olga Pinjung (University of Szeged, Hungary): Finding a Tribe in a Hopeless Place: Mansoor Adayfi & Guantánamo Bay
There are 2.3 million people incarcerated in the United States, they imprison more people per capita than any other country in the world.
are talking about juvenile detention centers or prisons. Identity
negotiation could be an effective way to reduce mass incarceration in the United States. INT, i.e. identity negotiation theory emphasizes
as well as their personal identity issues. Identity negotiation theory could be a helpful
tool in juvenile detention centers to aid offenders in recognizing their values and place in society; intercultural and interracial relationships
as well as gender related issues could be facilitated and resolved. Furthermore, the general prison population could benefit from identity
negotiation; the rehabilitation process of offenders could be accelerated and the chances for recidivism could be reduced. Mass
incarceration is an enormous problem in the United States nowadays that needs to be resolved and the acknowledgement and
implementation of identity negotiation theory could mean one step toward achieving a reformed, less-crowded system.
Olga Pinjung is an American Studies MA student at the University of Szeged. Her research interests are identity, identity negotiation
theory and American history.
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Panel #8
Benedikt Grubesic (University of Graz): Violated by Green: Violence against Republican Women during the Irish Civil War
From June 28th until May 1923 the Irish Free State supressed the insurgence of the anti-treaty IRA who refused the Anglo-Irish Treaty.
The Treaty laid the foundation for the Irish Free State, which was seen as betrayal of the Republican ideal by the Treaties opponents. As
the centenary of the Civil War looms, it is necessary to re-visit the gendered perspectives of the Civil War. The all-women paramilitary
Cumann na mBan (engl. Council of Women) took the anti-Treaty side and hence, were directly targeted by their former comrades. To
quell the rebellion the Free State used mass-internment, leading to the internment of more than 10.000 IRA members, and more than
600 Cumann na mBan activists. In this paper I will seek to address gendered experiences of internment and imprisonment during the Irish
Civil War. It will be argued that women were physically, mentally, and sexually abused by their Free State captors. After the
narratives and stories of internment and imprisonment were neglected by remembrance culture. Despite growing interest in gendered
violence during the Irish Revolution, violence against Republican women in revolutionary Ireland remains under-researched. Drawing
from recently published Military Service Pension Files, newspaper reports and Bureau of Military History and accounts of IRA combatants,
this study shows that resistance and oppression were gendered experiences during the Irish Revolution. While men were often
acknowledged as political prisoners, women were denied political status during the Irish Civil War. Female resistance ranged from hunger
strikes, to riots, such as the North Dublin Union prison riot. The denial of medical attention and the general poor prison conditions left a
mark on Republican men and women alike, but women were more likely to later suffer from TB, and pleurisy.
Benedikt Grubesic studied English and History at the University of Vienna, focus on modern Irish and British history, my diploma thesis
being: "Somewhere in the vicinity of Kinsale he was shot ...": violent incidents between the Irish Free State Army, the IRA and civilians
during the Irish Civil War". Currently I am in the process of writing my doctoral thesis at the University of Graz on violence against
Republican women during the Irish Revolution. Since 2015 I am working in social services in Vienna and currently, I am working as a
social carer for the Viennese Red Cross.
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Marigona Bekteshi Ferati (National Academy of Theatre and Film Arts; Sofia, Bulgaria): Educational Theatre as a Method of Overcoming
the Consequences for Women-Survivors of Violence during the Kosovo War
This study investigates the long-term consequences of sexual violence and overcoming trauma at survivors of sexual violence through
educational theatre. Participants in this research were 30 women survivors of sexual violence during the war in Kosovo and 4 women
were interviewed, who recounted in detail the event of sexual violence and their lives after the war. For the quantitative part, three selfreport questionnaires were utilized, the qualitative part was realized through a semi-structured interview, whereas the survivors; stories
,
which is directly related to the experience of sexual violence and social acceptance, was not resulted as significant, however, from
interviews were obtained results that confirm the impact of sexual violence on the social acceptance of survivors in their walks of life. The
second hypothesis turned out to be confirmed because according to the results obtained victims of sexual violence have a high level of
post-traumatic stress, whereas the data also confirm and third hypothesis that due to stigmatization, survivors are excluded and selfexcluded from cultural activities. Meantime, as a way to overcome trauma, it has been proven that the theatrical performance realized
based upon the stories of survivors has resulted in: reducing the stigmatization of victims and their social acceptance in their living and
working circle and it has influenced as therapeutic process to victims to overcome trauma, it has directly influenced in education of family
members towards the path of accepting victims, it has raised social awareness among the various spectators present in the artistic
performance.
Marigona Bekteshi Ferati is coming from the Mitrovica - Kosovo. She has completed her BA and MA studies at the Academy of Arts in
he has
put on stage several theatrical plays and represented Kosovo and Albania in several international festivals such as in Prague, in Liege
(Belgium), in Bulgaria, Kolashin, in Leuven (Belgium). Marigona Bekteshi Ferati has been invited to lecture and conduct workshops in:
2018
FPA for
10 years and now is working as Program Director at CBC television.
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Maria Mercone (University Coimbra, Portugal, CES/FEUC): Anti-Racist Pedagogy as a Radical Praxis: African-American Feminist Prison
Writings
This contribution proposes to analyze a selection of letters, poems and short essays written by African American women intellectuals
and activists incarcerated from 1960s to 1980s. The main intent of this proposal therefore is to examine how African American female
political prisoners in particular were able to elaborate a transformative intersectional anti-racist politics that expanded from the carceral
e perception
of racism
st
history. Resorting to the close reading technique, this essay aims to show how African American feminist prison writings helped to shape
an anti-racist pedagogy as a form of radical praxis for political liberation. After historically contextualizing those writings and framing them
within the Black Radical Tradition, the objective is to analyze how imprisoned intellectuals and activists used their experience of political
members,
friends, and the whole community about the historical links among colonial incarceration, slavery and the penitentiary in the USA; about
the use of the penal apparatus as a form of political repression against radical movements; and about the interconnectedness of racist
and patriarchal disciplining practices within the prison space and outside. These contributions from the prison in fact engaged primarily
with an antiracist praxis as a form of pedagogy, a social-educational approach to the liberation movement, stressing the relevance of selfeducation, decolonization and re-construction of African American history. The materials I will be dealing with consist of published
cisco, CA,
USA, last year, during my archival research as part of my PhD dissertation.
Maria Mercone
University of Coimbra (CES/FEUC), Portugal. Her research interests encompass African American history, postcolonial studies, and
and is funded by FCT - Fundação para a Ciência e a Tecnologia.
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Panel #9
Omar Granados (University of Wisconsin La Crosse, USA): Voces olvidadas del Mariel: Raza, Hospitalidad y Cultura Impresa en el
Programa de Bases Militares y Campamentos de Refugiados del Éxodo del Mariel (1980-1982)
Esta presentación analiza diversas experiencias individuales y colectivas de detención militar, trauma y discriminación racial dentro del
contexto del programa de campamentos para refugiados establecido por el gobierno de Estados Unidos durante el éxodo del Mariel de
1980. Durante el éxodo del Mariel, quizás el conflicto migratorio entre Cuba y Estados Unidos más históricamente significativo durante la
Guerra Fría, más de 50 000 emigrantes cubanos fueron detenidos durante varios meses, y hasta 1982 en algunos casos, bajo el auspicio
de FEMA y el gobierno federal en bases militares en Fort McCoy (Wisconsin); Fort Chafee (Arkansas) y Fort Indiantown (Pensilvania)
mientras se esperaba su clasificación médica y legal, así como su aleatorio patrocinio por parte de familias, instituciones religiosas y
organizaciones no-gubernamentales norteamericanas. La presentación analiza este período de detención en su totalidad, bastante
desatendido por la vasta bibliografía dedicada al éxodo del Mariel hasta el momento precisamente enfocándose en el análisis de los
artefactos culturales que emergieron de dichos campamentos militares. Entre ellos, resultan de particular interés dos publicaciones
periódicas, El Mercurio de McCoy (Fort McCoy) y La Vida Nueva (Fort Chafee), produc
el personal militar de estas bases durante el prolongado confinamiento de los migrantes cubanos. Estos materiales de archivo nos
permiten hoy observar el trauma colectivo que se vivió durante este oscuro período de confinamiento del Mariel, así como la narrativa
idad racial. En
1980, los marielitos negros (o de raza mezclada) se vieron no solo forzados a enfrentar una nueva identidad racial en Estados Unidos,
enmarcada desde un inicio por la experiencia de su criminalización y su detención, sino también una nueva identidad política como
refugiados políticos del comunismo castrista. Sin embargo, los artefactos culturales que emergen del programa del campamento de
refugiados del Mariel también destacan las redes de solidaridad, patrocinio y hospitalidad racial entre los marielitos, el personal del ejército
norteamericano y las comunidades rurales y mayormente anglosajonas de Wisconsin y Arkansas. De esta manera, la presentación
propone nuevas áreas de investigación y consideración en torno al mapa geopolítico e histórico del éxodo del Mariel, precisamente
mediante una lectura cultural que recupera un período de racialización y detención militar clave para las consecuencias socioeconómicas
que sufrió la comunidad cubanoamericana para su reasentamiento más allá del contexto social, racial e hispanohablante del sur de Florida.
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Omar Granados es Profesor de Estudios Latinoamericanos en la Universidad de Wisconsin-La Crosse. Su trabajo se centra en enfoques
culturales sobre la migración, la memoria colectiva y la responsabilidad social de la academia en nuestras comunidades. En UW-La Crosse,
el Dr. Granados es el Director del Instituto de Estudios Latinos y Latinoamericanos.
Víctor-Jacinto Flecha (Universidad Nacional de Pilar, Paraguay): Comisión de Verdad y Justicia de Paraguay (2004-2008). La Investigación
de las Violaciones de los Derechos Humanos Durante la Longeva Dictadura 1954-1989
La ponencia se encamina a historiar la Comisión de Verdad Y justicia de Paraguay en el marco de una sociedad cautiva por más de 60
años de régimen militar que tuvo como coronario la dictadura de Alfredo Stroessner, con 35 años de poder absoluto. El ejército paraguayo,
en sus 60 años de dominio político logró crear una sociedad a su imagen y semejanza (un gran cuartel). La caída del citador en 1989, si
bien fue festejada por sectores de la población, no fue un milagro para el advenimiento de la democracia. No hubo alternancia política del
poder, el mismo partido político que acompañó a la dictadura y fue su sostén, continuaba en el poder. Se dieron las libertades públicas,
elecciones libres pero el partido colorado sigue en el poder 30 años después del golpe. Categorizar el concepto mismo y el contenido del
respeto de los Derechos Humanos en las autoridades y en la población no resulta fácil. En este marco haber constituido la Comisión de
Verdad y Justicia 15 años después de la caída de la dictadura habla a las claras de la reticencia del Estado a autoinvestigarse. La labor de
la Comisión de Verdad y Justicia ha hecho una labor encomiable de sacar luz, descubrir los horrores y poner en evidencia los atropellos y
violaciones a los Derechos Humanos, como nunca se había hecho en el país. La CVJ ha analizado el registro de 9.923 de victimas directas
de la dictadura, ha publicado la lista de represores, ha individualizado la gigantesca cantidad de tierras mal habidas y ha elaborado las
recomendaciones a las instituciones publicas sobre el respeto de los Derechos Humanos y las compensaciones publicas por las violaciones
realizadas, la nominación de calles, de escuelas, talleres, instituciones estudiantiles reemplazando los nombres de los jerarcas del régimen.
Como Conclusión la ponencia analizará cual es el saldo del Informe de la Comisión de Verdad y Justicia, el cumplimiento de sus
recomendaciones por parte de los tres poderes del Estado y sus instituciones en los últimos 23 años de su presentación en el 2008.
Víctor-Jacinto Flecha, (1943) es poeta y ensayista, de profesión sociólogo y politólogo. Ha cursado sus estudios en la Universidad de la
Habana, en la FLACSO, Méjico y en el IHEAL, Sorbonne Nouvelle París III. Conferencista y consultor internacional sobre temas sociopolíticos-literarios-culturales, Tiene publicado una veintena de libros, se pudiera citar los de los ultimos año, Historia de la indústria en el
Paraguay, Ministerio de Industria y Comercio, (2012) Paraguay, República Independiente y Soberana. Libro Conmemorativo de los 200
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años de la Proclamación de la República. Congreso de la Nación paraguaya. (2013), Historia del Paraguay (2016), Treinta años del golp.
Autoritarismo y Democracia en el Paraguay (2019) entre otros. Fue Comisionado, electo por la sociedad civil, de la Comisión Verdad y
Justicia, del Paraguay. Victor Flecha es Vice-presidente de la Asociación de Historiadores de América Latina y el Caribe. (ADHILAC) y
Socio Fundador y Past-presidente de la Fundación Augusto Roa Bastos.
Alejo Maldonado Gallardo (Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolás de Hidalgo, México): La política exterior del presidente Lázaro
Cárdenas: derechos humanos y autodeterminación de los pueblos
La Revolución Mexicana de 1910 1917, marcó un hito en la historia de México y a nivel internacional, por su forma de lucha y
composición social que perfilaron el surgimiento de un nuevo Estado revolucionario, identificado por los cambios sociales. Lo que, atrajo
la mirada de grupos político y luchadores de varios países latinoamericanos y Europa, por los novedosos cambios en materia agraria,
laboral, educativa, de justicia social, laboral y la riqueza cultural que dejó por herencia la lucha revolucionaria en la novela, las artes y el
cine. Se distingue en ese contexto, el gobierno del general Lázaro Cadenas (1934-1940), que, además, de las grandes transformaciones
sociales, políticas, institucionales, económicas, educativas que impulsó, se caracteriza por su política nacionalista, soberana e
independiente y una política internacional por la autodeterminación de los pueblos. De ahí, el asilo a León Trotsky, la condena a las
agresiones fascistas en África y Europa, así como la invasión a Finlandia por la Unión Soviética (URSS), el respaldo a los judíos perseguidos
por los nazis y la defensa del derecho de no intervención en foros panamericanos. El momento sublime de esa política en la época de
Cárdenas, fue el arribo de los exiliados españoles a México, en particular de los niños que fueron situados en la ciudad de Morelia,
Michoacán. La política exterior mexicana en la época del presidente se expresó en los foros y organismos internacionales a favor de los
perseguidos políticos, por el respeto a los derechos humanos y en contra de la guerra. Marcó una era y una línea en materia de asilo político,
que se extendió hasta los años 70s, cuando México dio asilo a cientos de perseguidos políticos latinoamericanos y caribeños, por las dictaduras
militares, entre ellos, sobre sale el grupo de Fidel y Raúl Castro, Ernesto Guevara y otros, que hicieron la guerrilla contra Fulgencio Bautista,
hasta derrocarlo el 1º de enero de 1959.
Alejo Maldonado Gallardo es Doctor en Ciencias Históricas por la Universidad de La Habana (Cuba), es Profesor Investigador de la
Facultad de Historia desde 1982, director de ella (1989 1994) y de la Unidad Profesional del Balsas (2006-2014), Secretario General de
la Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolás de Hidalgo (2014). Ha dirigido algunas revistas, dictado conferencias y cursos en universidades
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de Argentina, México, Cuba y España sobre política, sociedad, cultura, problemas teóricos de la historia y construcción del conocimiento,
historia social, política y de la cultura, participado igualmente, en distintos congresos nacionales e internacionales en México, Argentina,
Brasil, Colombia, Cuba, España, Ecuador, Italia, Portugal, República Dominicana, Venezuela, entre otros países. Él ha publicado una
treintena de artículos, ensayos, capítulos de libros y de libros. De estos últimos destacan: Agrarismo y poder político: 1917 1938 (México
1993); la educación socialista en Michoacán (México 1995); laberintos de la integración latinoamericana. Historia, mito y realidad de una
utopía (México 2002 y Venezuela 2006; revoluciones latinoamericanas del siglo XX (México 2006), historia de la Revolución Mexicana:
de Madero a Cárdenas (Ecuador 2006); La Revolución Mexicana. Una lucha que cambió la historia de un pueblo (1910-1940) (México
2010); Tres revoluciones que estremecieron el continente en el siglo XX: México, Cuba y Nicaragua (Colombia, 2020)
Ámbar A. Justo Fernández (Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo UASD): Amín Abel Hasbún y Sagrario Ercira Díaz: Los hijos
ejemplares del Alma Mater. Héroes de la juventud.
Como estudiantes de Cine, nuestra labor principal de producir e interpretar no puede ir separado de la ficción, mucho menos de la realidad.
Amplias luchas estudiantiles se registraron en nuestra Alma Mater, contra un régimen envilecido, sórdido y atrapado entre el fuego
cruzado de la guerra fría. Como país caribeño, con una población altamente identificada por el triunfo de la revolución cubana, e
influenciado todavía por el sentimiento de haber llevado a cabo una guerra civil convertida luego en guerra patria por la segunda
intervención militar estadounidense llevada a cabo en el siglo XX; estos momentos de lucha y tensión política, desataron un
enfrentamiento frontal entre las fuerzas represivas de un régimen impuesto luego de un país ocupado militarmente, arrojando como
resultado doce años, caracterizados por exilios, desapariciones, asesinatos y prisiones antojadizas que mantuvieron a la nación en
constantes zozobras.
Ámbar A. Justo Fernández. Realizo estudios secundarios en el Colegio Santo Domingo. En la Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y
Maestra: Carrera en Comunicación Social mención audiovisuales. 2014- 2018 Participación Congreso Cultura y Turismo, Beijing,
Shenzhen & Wuhan, China 2018. Programa Hora de Te, Red Nacional de Noticias RNN, Canal 27. Santo Domingo. TvHost & CoProducción: 2018-2021 Técnica en Redes Sociales y auxiliar de Prensa y fotografía, Ministerio de Cultura 2016-2020 Diploma en Oratoria
Discursiva, mención Medios audiovisuales y Locución. Taller Academia de Comunicación Enfoque, Monchi Roquez. Licenciatura en
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Cinematografía y audiovisuales mención Cine. Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo 2019, actualidad. Productora General de medios
Revoltiao Live & Podcast. 2019- Actualidad.
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Panel #10
This panel will consist of individual testimonies. Participants will share their personal stories and discuss the significance of the 20 th
anniversary of the beginning of detention operations at Guantánamo Bay and related issues.
Lakhdar Boumediene (Algeria, Bosnia & Herzegovina, France): Witnesses of the Unseen. Seven Years in Guantánamo (2017)
Lakhdar Boumediene was born and raised in Algeria, and as an adult he worked for various humanitarian causes. Boumediene was
imprisoned at the U.S. naval base at Guantánamo Bay from January 2002 to May 15, 2009. Like others, he was detained and interrogated,
but not charged. He was also the lead plaintiff in Boumediene v. Bush (2008), a U.S. Supreme Court case that he won. The court
determined that Guantánamo detainees and other foreign nationals have the right to file writs of habeas corpus in U.S. federal courts.
Boumediene and Mustafa Ait Idir are the authors of Witnesses of the Unseen: Seven Years in Guantánamo (2017).
Ahmed Errachidi (Morocco): The General, The Ordinary Man Who Challenged Guantánamo (2013)
Ahmed Errachidi (also known as Ahmed Rashidi) is from Morocco. In 2013, his memoir, The General, The Ordinary Man Who Challenged
Guantánamo, was published. It was co-written by Gillian Slovo. The book details the events leading up to his capture and details about
his personal life. For example, it explains that he was singled out for special attention from the guards and interrogators because he spoke
English and that they forced him to serve as an unofficial leader within the community of prisoners. It also refutes many of the assertions
about Guantánamo. In a 2013 interview for New Media, Errachidi explained what his hunger strikes were like and stated that they were
done simply to win the captives a return to less harsh conditions. In January 2021, the New York Review of Books published an open
letter from Errachidi, and six others formerly held in Guantánamo, to newly inaugurated U.S. President Biden, appealing to him to close
the infamous prison.
Mohamedou Houbeini (Mauritania, the Netherlands): Guantánamo Diary (2015, 2017), The Actual True Story of Ahmed & Zarga (2021)
Mohamedou Houbeini
Bay prison without charge for approximately fourteen years. Houbeini wrote a memoir during his incarceration, which the U.S. government
declassified in 2012 with numerous redactions. An international bestseller and the first memoir to be published during the au
detention at the Guantánamo Bay naval base, was published as Guantánamo Diary in January 2015. The memoir was used as the basis
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for a film starring Tahar Rahim, Benedict Cumberbatch, and Jodie Foster. Titled The Mauritanian, it was released in February 2021. Slahi
wrote four other books in detention, one of which he descr
The Actual True Story of Ahmed & Zarga was published by Ohio University Press in its Modern African Writers series. At the time of this
writing, Houbeini is a writer-in-residence at Noord Nederlands Toneel, a Dutch theatre company. His main publications have been
published under the name Mohamedou Ould Slahi.

85

Panel #11
Terror
This paper examines the flourishing of digital archives in response to the War on Terror with a special emphasis on efforts to memorialize
the Guantánamo military prison complex. Notorious for its lawful lawlessness, Guantánamo remains the most visible node in the global
network of black sites, CIA-directed secret prisons, where torture is routinely used. Despite the notoriety, however, there is in fact little
amo has
become subject to forms of forgetfulness, that is, to borrow a phrase George Orwell used to describe the sites of extraction in the coal
mines are the conditions upon
which public forgetfulness is produced. Similar conditions obtain for Guantánamo. This paper investigates several digital projects that
attempt to intervene in this forgetfulness by calling public attention to Guantánamo and incorporating it into a larger critical conversation
about the American national imaginary. I examine the work of these memory activists and their efforts to disseminate testimonies about
Guantánamo as a way to refashion public memory as well as to challenge common assumptions about the prisoners being held there. I
investigate these interventions into willful forgetting and explore the ways some of these projects provoke viewers to acknowledge
notions of denial and implication that keep Guantánamo operational.
Terri Tomsky is an Associate Professor in the Department of English and Film Studies at the University of Alberta, Canada. Her research
is situated within postcolonial studies and human rights literary studies and examines the politics of cultural memory. She is co-editor,
with Eddy Kent, of Negative Cosmopolitanism: Culture and Politics of World Citizenship After Globalization (2017), and her work has
appeared in the Journal of Intercultural Studies, Australian Journal of Human Rights, Biography, and parallax, among other journals and
book volumes.
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Alexandra Moore (Binghamton University, USA): Rendition and Representation: Material Witnessing and Performance in the Work of
Six days after the September 11, 2001 attacks, President George W. Bush signed a secret finding that authorized the CIA to abduct and
disappear suspected terrorists, whoever and wherever they may be, for both interrogation and torture. The ensuing Rendition, Detention
and Interrogation (RDI) program (2002-2009) was a defining feature of the war on terror and catalyst for the ongoing abuses of the
security state which continues to value lawfare, disappearance, euphemism, and redaction over transparency and accountability. This
paper examines the role of the cultural production as it engages the textual archives of the RDI program and creates a forum for the
imagination of the accountability that has otherwise been foreclosed. Drawing on theories of democratic politics and performativity, I turn
Rendition (2019) for its efforts to resites into a one-woman performance that pushes against the boundaries of its own form. Through the polyvocal script, use of puppetry,
immersive set, and Q & A sessions following each performance, the play not only represents different facets of the RDI program, but also
open a space for audience participation. Rendering and performance become central to accountability as a dynamic process that requires
participation by beneficiaries of security state actions.
Alexandra S. Moore is Professor of English and Director of the Human Rights Institute and Kaschak Institute for Social Justice for Women
and Girls at Binghamton University. Her most recent publications include the monograph, Vulnerability and Security in Human Rights
Literature and Visual Culture (2015) and seven edited collections, including Writing Beyond the State: Post-Sovereign Approaches to
Human Rights to Literature and Culture (with Samantha Pinto, 2020), Witnessing Torture: Perspectives of Survivors and Human Rights
Workers (with Elizabeth Swanson, 2018), and The Routledge Companion to Literature and Human Rights (with Sophia A. McClennen,
2015). She publishes widely on representations of human rights violations in contemporary literature and film. Her current research is on
the cultural afterlives of the Rendition, Detention, and Interrogation program in the war on terror.

87

Panel #12
Eugenio Geigel (Supreme Court, U.S. Virgin Islands) & Alma Simounet-Bey (University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus): Puerto Rico,
a Nation that Belongs to but is not a Part of: A Human Rights Dilemma for the United States, a Legal and Cultural Anomaly
Puerto Rico is arguably one of the last colonies in the world. The discussion will address how after more than a century, the Island nation
has managed to maintain its own identity in a complicated relationship that promotes the question of civil and human rights violations by
the U.S. Government. This is a position made legally sustainable by the Insular Cases wherein as in the case of Guantánamo Bay detainees,
the question of whether or not the Constitution follows the flag was in controversy. This program focuses on the interactions of two
aditions within which the
relationship of two nations has been shaped, and the search of those colonized for equality and justice continues. The discussion will then
move to briefly examine the impact of US political decisions on the basic human rights of Puerto Ricans as to their ethnic affiliation and
cultural identity in terms of the priorities of their system of education, their religious institutions, and their almost sacred right to their own
choice of language. The latter ignited the fire of a continuous 123- year- battle to defend the human right of islanders to keep Spanish as
their language, their symbol of ethnic identity, and to add English only as an auxiliary language.
Alma Simounet-Bey is Professor of English and Linguistics at the Río Piedras Campus of the University of Puerto Rico since 1968 and
has published and still works in the areas of ethnolinguistics, bilingualism, language and identity, and discourse analysis. She was Chair
of the Department of English from 2015 to 2018.
Eugenio W.A. Géigel-Simounet is a litigating attorney with offices in St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands. He is admitted to practice before the
Supreme Court of the U.S. Virgin Islands and U.S. District Court for the District of the U.S. Virgin Islands since 2005 and to the Puerto
Rico Supreme Court and U.S. District Court for the District of Puerto Rico since 2001. He is also admitted to the First and Third U.S. Circuit
Courts of Appeals.
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Terrorism Frames in Donald Trump's Rhetoric
ince
towards either
ing of the keyword is loosely based
Rhetorical Criticism: Perspectives in Action, in which Kuypers offers a complex template for doing framing
s and P.R.R.
The Language of Evaluation: Appraisal in English. The article, firstly,
aims to identify the frames surrounding the keyword terrorism and, secondly, appraises the lexical items in the frames. Furthermore, the
paper also seeks to identify which frames frame the keyword positively and which frames frame the keyword negatively, and how this is
residential
framing of his several popular topics, based on most used keywords, is identified and analyzed.
is a graduate of University of Maribor in Slovenia. He successfully defended his MA thesis in English language and literature
in early 2020 and has been working as a teacher of English language ever since. He has been writing papers in English in cooperation
with Professor D
his primary focus of research is discourse analysis
and critical discourse analysis. He is also interested in framing from a rhetorical perspective and in analysis of political discourse. He is
currently an independent researcher living and working in Slovenia.
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Diana Coleman (Northern Arizona University, USA): The Barzakh Decades: Speaking While Muslim with the Wire in Mind
In the nearly two decades since the establishment of the detainee camps at Guantánamo, there have been sustained visible campaigns
in the UK in support of Guantánamo detainees and other Muslims caught up in the Global War on Terror. These campaigns are connected
to well organized activist communities founded by and/or supported by British Muslims: CAGEprisoners (now CAGE), Reprieve, Close
Guantánamo, London Guantánamo Campaign, Free Talal Ahsan, and the Save Shaker Aamer Campaign (now Guantánamo Justice
Campaign). U.S. Muslims are organized and active in terms of the social good, often on the front lines in the wake of local and national
challenges, reaching across religious and political divides to render aid and support, but there has not been the same level of visible and
sustained public activism through organizations specifically focused on Guantánamo or other GWoT prisoners. I propose to analyze
political discourse, news accounts, and interviews of U.S. Muslims to flesh out the reasons and the consequences. One explanation is that
US Muslims have been reluctant to spend spare political and social capital on Guantánamo detainees and others held by the United States
post 9/11. But is the reluctance reducible to the understandable fear of drawing negative and potentially dangerous attention, or are there
other components related to striving for model citizenship and a more secure position in U.S. society? For example, are U.S. Muslims more
likely to organize and campaign on behalf of Rohingya or Uighur Muslims, or children held in camps at the U.S. Mexican border because
their plight is seen as unambiguous politically or morally, and/or because those situations are understood as safely distanced from their
own precarity in a country rife with Islamophobia? And if U.S. Muslims are engaging in self/group censorship, at what cost?
Diana Murtaugh Coleman is a Lecturer in Religion within the Department of Comparative Cultural Studies at Northern Arizona University
and a faculty associate of the Center for the Religion and Conflict at Arizona State University. She brings a multi-disciplinary expertise in
religion and conflict internationally to her work on militarism. Her current manuscript on Guantánamo Bay is under revision and she has a
chapter in Walicek and Adams 2018 edited volume, Guantánamo and Empire: The Humanities Respond. She also has two recent articles:
the first, published in Cultural Dynamics, focuses on US militarization in the Global South and the second, published in Sargasso: A Journal
of Caribbean Literature, Language & Culture, focuses on the 2017 North Carolina Commission of Inquiry on Torture Hearings to consider
how memory and witnessing inform notions of possible futures at Guantánamo Bay and the futures of the men once and currently
imprisoned there. As part of her work as a scholar activist, Coleman spoke at a Parliamentary Meeting in the House of Commons at
Westminster in 2014 where she and others argued for the release of Shaker Aamer, a British resident who was incarcerated without
charge for over thirteen years at Guantánamo Bay Prison. Shaker was released and returned home to his family in 2015.
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Panel #13
Ángela Altagracia Fernández (Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo): El batey: De Plaza Ceremonial Indígena a Viviendas Colectivas
en los Ingenios Azucareros Dominicanos
Batey, palabra heredada de la cultura taína, para denominar una plaza ceremonial, lugar sagrado donde realizaban sus actividades lúdicas,
como el juego de la pelota y las danzas del areito, de vital importancia para la preservación de su cultura; es la única palabra de su
toponimia que ha variado su significado. Hoy día la palabra batey es utilizada para nombrar al lugar, o barrio donde se construyen viviendas
colectivas, barracones, almacenes, play para el juego de béisbol entre otros; aquí alojan a los braceros cañeros con sus familiares durante
la zafra de la industria azucarera, quedándose como lugar habitado por generaciones de sus descendientes.
Ángela Altagracia Fernández realizo estudios superiores en la Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo, cursó Pedagogía y luego
Historia Pura. Postgrado en Historia y Geografía del Caribe en la Universidad Católica Santo Domingo. En el Centro de Estudios
Avanzados de Puerto Rico y el Caribe, Maestría en Estudios Históricos de las Antillas Mayores. y en la Universidad de Oviedo España,
candidata al doctorado en Cooperación e intervención social. Coautora del libro Historia de los Estudios de Postgrado de la Facultad de
Humanidades y autora de dos tomos de la Enciclopedia Ilustrado Dominicana, 2003. Profesora de la Escuela de Historia de la Universidad
Autónoma de Santo Domingo. Ex Viceministra de Turismo para el área de Formación y Capacitación. Ex Directora Nacional de Provincias,
dirigiendo Proyectos Culturales, Ministerio de Cultura. Vicepresidenta para el Caribe de habla hispana de la Asociación de Historiadores
Latinoamericanos y del Caribe. ADHILAC. Conferencista nacional e internacional.
sion
for Peace and the Defense of

- Conflict in the Cauca Valley: Indigenous and Afro-Colombian

Perspectives on Attaining and Sustaining Peace
Indigenous and Afro-

on the factors historically

Peacetech projects initiated by UNHCHR in Colombia, to strengthen peace at the local level, are then presented. Indigenous and Afro-year conflict. Inhabiting
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drug production and trafficking and illegal
ut of a total
of 7.4 million (IDMC 2014). Children and adolescents are estimated to make up 40% of this IDP population. The Colombian Constitutional
Court stated that Afro-Colombian and Indigenous communities continue to be victims of systematic racial discrimination. On this, racial
discrimination is still not legally prohibited, nor is there a strategy as required under international human rights law to eliminate it.
a and academic
fields (Oyola, 2015). The category of invisibility can be linked to slavery and even to the reports of early anthropological studies of AfroColombian and Indigenous people, which permeated popular representations of these minority groups. The notion of invisibility was used
to describe the situation of indigenous and black people in regard to the Colombian Nation. The invisibility of Indigenous and black
minorities was understood to be the result of a process of whitening, marginalisation and exclusion of black communities and individuals
(Friedman 1992.) According to Friedman (1992) the invisibility in socio-cultural processes is a strategy that ignores the present, history
and the rights of individuals. Its exercise implies the use of stereotypes understood as absurd reductions of the cultural complexity that
pejoratively blur the reality of the groups, which are victimised in that way. January 2021 has proven to be the most violent month in
Colombia since the signing of the 2016 Peace Accords with the FARC-EP guerrilla. A massacre occurs every four days now, with a wide
variety of armed groups vying for control of areas once controlled by FARC-EP. The murder of 351 social leaders since 2016 has been
an attempt to terrorise Indigenous and Afro-Colombian communities into submission. The murder of hundreds of demobilized FARC-EP
soldiers has further attempted to destabilize the peace process.
Alexander Robins has worked extensively in Indigenous and Afro-school settings in Colombia. His academic affiliation is to the Graduate
School of Education at the University of Western Australia. His recent publications encompass Peacetech (technology-based
peacebuilding) used by minority youth groups to promote peace in post-conflict settings. Since the signing of the Havana Peace Accords
Carlos Rosero is an Afro-Colombian leader from the Cauca Valley. He is the representative for Afro-Colombian communities in the Cauca
Valley and he is the head of PCN (Process de communidades negras). He was a participant in the Havanna Peace Accords as part of the
Ethnic Commission and represents Afro-Colombian communities for the Ethnic Commission.
92

Albeniz Tique is an Indigenous leader from the Cauca Valley. She was a participant in the Havanna Peace Accords as part of the Ethnic
Commission, the body established to represent the aspiration of minority groups in the Peace Deal between FARC-EP and the Colombian
State. Albenis represents Women Issues for the Ethnic Commission.
René Villaboy Zaldivar (Universidad de La Habana): La plantación y el Barracon o la Génesis de los Campos de Concentración en la
Historia Atlántica
La ponencia expone cuales fueron los rasgos y formas de funcionamiento de la plantación esclavista trasatlántica como forma de trabajo
forzado y antecedente de los campos de concentración trasatlántica. El barracón, las formas de control de la movilidad y de la libertad, los
métodos de tortura, represión y violencia física y psicológica que tipificaron el funcionamiento de las plantaciones donde se esclavizaba a
los negros en América constituyeron una práctica primigenia de formas colonia carcelaria en este lado del mundo.
René Villaboy Zalvidar (La Habana, 1982), profesor de la Facultad de Filosofía e Historia de la Universidad de La Habana, académico
concurrente de la Academía de Historia de Cuba y miembro de la Junta Directiva de la sección cubana de la Asociación de Historiadores
Latinoamericanos y del Caribe (ADHILAC). Es autor de ensayos, artículos y monografías sobre Historia y Historiografía Latinoamericana
y caribeña.

93

Panel #14
Jason T. Eberl (Saint Louis University, USA):
In the 1940s during World War II, Japanese Americans were forced to live in internment camps as means to safeguard other U.S. citizens
from what were perceived to be a group of potential enemy spies and saboteurs. Those interred were told that such internment was also
-Japanese violence. One family who endured this human rights violation was the Takei family. Young George
Takei would grow to become a world-famous actor for his role as Hikaru Sulu on Star Trek, a platform that would launch him to become
a renowned human rights activist. Takei has utilized his fame to shine a light on the plight of Japanese Americans during World War II
with the 2016 play Allegiance and a 2019 graphic novel They Called Us Enemy. The Star Trek franchise has also continued to call attention
to the immorality of internment for various reasons. A notable example is the two-part Deep Space Nine
d off from
-life experience and DS9
ar-future, which seems all-too-close to becoming reality,
-group vs. out-group mentality, culminating in what the French philosopher and social theorist
ation will review both historical and fictional examples of internment and
es of how we
can overcome in-group myopia and fear-based other-ing that lead to such atrocities.
Jason T. Eberl, Ph.D. is Professor of Health Care Ethics and Philosophy and Director of the Albert Gnaegi Center for Health Care Ethics at
Saint Louis University. His research interests include the philosophy of human nature and its application to issues at the margins of life;
ethical issues related to end-of-life care, genetics, and healthcare allocation; and the philosophical thought of Thomas Aquinas. Among
his academic books and articles in philosophy and bioethics, he has co-edited Star Trek and Philosophy (Open Court, 2008) and The
Ultimate Star Trek and Philosophy (Wiley-Blackwell, 2016).
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Patricia L. Brace (Southwest Minnesota State University, USA): Limited Existence: The Heterotopias of Holograms and Androids in the
Star Trek Universe
atus. In the Star
Trek
of the living beings, yet who are set apart by their
status as beings created by, and in the image of the living: holograms and synthetics. In the case of the photonics created on the
heterotopic holodeck or holo-suite worlds, their existence is limited to the spaces where a holo-matrix is present, (apart from The Doctor
on Voyager whose mobile emitter allowed him freedom of movement). Most of them do not know that they are not "real," but are in fact
only existing in a limited capacity, confined in their program used in any way the programmer chooses. When these characters are made
aware of that fact, some question the justice of their limited existence. See Moriarty in the TNG
Voyager
ith synthetics
constructed to look like their makers, from TOS
TNG, who long to move beyond their programing, and their kin in the first season of
Picard, who have been hidden, confined to their camp on the planet Coppelius, synthetics banned after a rebellion by mining androids on
Patricia Brace is a Professor of Art History and Humanities at Southwest Minnesota State University. Her PhD in Comparative Arts is
from Ohio University. Her primary research interest is in the aesthetic analysis of popular culture. She has published on the television
shows Lost, True Blood, Supernatural, Dexter, Psych, Breaking Bad, and Boardwalk Empire; and had chapters in The Philosophy of David
Lynch, The Philosophy of Joss Whedon, The Philosophy of Ang Lee, and with Robert Arp co-edited a book on the work of film and TV
auteur J.J. Abrams for Open Court.
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Panel #15
Georg Schendl (FH Campus Vienna, Austria): The Stadium, the Ship, La Venda Sexy

Camps under the Rule of Pinochet in Chile

This paper analyses the role of (concentration?) camps under the Pinochet regime in Chile and the differing role during the dictatorship.
Beginning with sport stadiums and navy ships and a practice of dumping the mutilated victims in the public, the regime would later switch
to more remote or anonymous locations (Colonia Dignidad, Tejas Verdes, Villa Grimaldi, La Venda Sexy, Londres No. 38 and Quatro
Alamos) and also let the victims disappear. The paper will also look at the connection to other (former) authoritarian regimes and their
(torture) specialists who helped the military Junta from the beginning to establish a network of camps and torture.
Georg Schendl studied History, Philosophy and Cultural Anthropology (Mag. phil.) as well as Political Science (BA, MA) and Sociology
(BA) at the University of Vienna. He worked in various positions at the Austrian Academy of Sciences as well as the Universities of Vienna,
Klagenfurt and Graz. Currently, he is holding a position of an Assistant at the Vice Rectorate of Academic Affairs at the University of
Applied Sciences FH Campus Wien.
Mateu Cristina (Universidad de Buenos Aires, Argentina): Resistencia Cultural Durante la Última Dictadura Militar en Argentina
La propuesta es analizar alguno de las tantas formas de la resistencia cultural durante el Proceso de Reorganización Nacional que instaló
en Argentina una dictadura de tipo fascista. La lucha antidictatorial en Argentina generó distintas iniciativas y pronunciamientos políticos
en un amplio sector de intelectuales, profesionales, artistas, docentes y otros trabajadores de la cultura contra la dictadura. Muchos de
estos denunciaron la represión y los secuestros y asesinatos de la dictadura y se manifestaron en apoyo de la lucha de los organismos de
Derechos Humanos. También se manifestaron contra la guerra del Beagle y por la paz con Chile; en apoyo a la gesta de Malvinas entre
otros tantos procesos que se sucedieron durante ese gobierno de facto. En 1982 se constituyó el Movimiento de Reconstrucción y
desarrollo de la Cultura Nacional, con una clara definición antidictatorial en la cultura. Ese movimiento reunión a grupo heterogéneo de
artistas, intelectuales, científicos y personalidades democráticas junto a músicos y cantores populares de distintas provincias del país. Se
presentó en Argentores el 14 de octubre de 1982 y tuvo una importante actividad en el Centro Cultural San Martín de la ciudad de Buenos
Aires. Intentaremos analizar las características de ese movimiento y sus distintas derivaciones.
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Mateu Cristina nació en Buenos Aires, es profesora en Historia y graduada en la Facultad de Filosofía y Letras de la Universidad de Buenos
Aires. Es Magister en Historia Económica y de las Políticas Económicas de la Facultad de Ciencias Económicas de la misma universidad,
l 2008. Es profesora
Adjunta Regular en las materias de Historia Económica y Social Mundial y de Argentina en la Facultad de Ciencias Económica y Jefa de
Trabajos Prácticos en la Historia Social General y está a cargo de un seminario sobre arte, cultura e ideología en Facultad de Filosofía y
Letras. Participa de Proyecto de Estudio de Historia de las Relaciones Internacionales de América Latina (PEHRIAL) grupo de investigación
sobre la dependencia argentina en el que aborda los procesos culturales y las condiciones económicas y políticas, específicamente, en
relación al papel de las industrias culturales. Su tesis de doctorado articula los lineamientos de la política y la cultura del Partido Comunista
Argentino en la decisiva década del 30 y el papel de la clase obrera en relación con la intelectualidad.
Stefan Manz (Aston University Birmingham, UK): British Civilian Camps in the Caribbean and Bermuda during World War I
ritories. These
were mostly German nationals who had either settled or were travelling in Empire locations by the outbreak of war. Some of those who
were taken off passenger liners between the Americas and Europe ended up in four camps in the Atlantic region: St James Barracks in
Trinidad, Glendairy Prison in Barbados, Up Park Camp in Kingston/Jamaica, and Ports Island in Bermuda. The paper first integrates these
camps into the global context, including prisoner transport to Canada depending on camp capacities. It then zooms into aspects of camp
life such as conditions, diet and daily routine. These aspects open up wider questions around class (separation into first- and secondclass compounds), gender (women were not interned but suffered nonetheless), and race (relations between prisoners and guards). The
paper argues that conditions were relatively humane, but that this was more a consequence of strategic rather than humanitarian
considerations. The final part of the paper introduces a range of public engagement activities which aim to communicate this largely
forgotten aspect of the First World War to the general public.
Stefan Manz is Professor of German and Global History at Aston University, Birmingham UK, a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, and
a Research Associate at the University of Pretoria, South Africa. His latest monograph is entitled Enemies in the Empire. Civilian Internment
in the British Empire during the First World War (Oxford University Press, 2020). Funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council

97

he has led an international public history project on civilian internment. A forthcoming public history project, also funded by the AHRC, is
Beatriz Carolina Crisorio (Universidad de Buenos Aires, Argentina): Resistencia a la Dictadura Argentina (1976-1983). El Papel de las
Organizaciones de Derechos Humanos (Década 1970 Hasta el Presente)
En la década de 1970 frente a las tensiones internas de la Argentina, el incremento de la violencia represiva y la aparición de expresiones
parapoliciales surgieron nuevas respuestas de organizaciones preocupadas por esta paulatina pérdida de derechos. Esto culminó en el
trágico golpe cívico-militar de las fuerzas armadas (24/03/1976- 1983) que instauraron el terrorismo de Estado. Se declaró caduco todo
mandato ejecutivo y se disolvieron los poderes legislativos, tanto a nivel nacional como provinciales. Se suspendió toda actividad política
y gremial de trabajadores, empresarios y profesionales. Los operativos de las fuerzas armadas, las fuerzas represivas y grupos
parapoliciales generaron detenciones y desapariciones de dirigentes políticos, de trabajadores y estudiantes. El Tte. Gral JR Videla puso
en descubierto el objetivo de no rendir cuentas, apelando a la figura del detenidocualquier
resistencia, engendró nuevos actores. En pequeños grupos las madres (los padres las esperaban cerca, no podían participar porque los
las locas de Plaza de Mayo nunca
esperaron que la marcha de los jueves se transformara en un símbolo que trascendería las fronteras de la Argentina. Las primeras
entidades Madres de Plaza de Mayo - línea fundadora; Madres de Plaza de Mayo; Abuelas de Plaza de Mayo (reclamando la restitución
de los niños nacidos en cautiverio y apropiados como botín de guerra) con el tiempo fueron acompañadas por otras como Asociación de
ex-Detenidos Desaparecidos; Familiares de Detenidos y Desaparecidos; Hijos por la Identidad y la Justicia contra el olvido y el silencio;
Memoria Abierta. Los mecanismos represivos de mediados de los setenta, el terrorismo de Estado y el conflicto bélico contra el Reino
Unido por Malvinas dejaron como saldo 30.000 DD. Entre las formas de resistir las persecuciones y las continuas violaciones a los DDHH,
la población se valió de sus tradicionales formas de organización a través de partidos políticos, asociaciones gremiales y/o estudiantiles,
y encontró nuevas maneras para expresar su resistencia. Esa lucha continúa hasta el presente y se sintetiza en tres palabras: Memoria,
Verdad y Justicia. El objetivo de este trabajo es repasar su génesis y su vigencia.
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Beatriz Carolina Crisorio nacida en Tucumán, Argentina. Graduada en Historia de la Facultad de Filosofía y Letras de la Universidad de
Buenos Aires (UBA), Argentina. Realizó estudios de posgrado en Historia Económica en Facultad de Ciencias Económicas (FCE) UBA.
Realizó cursos de posgrado en la Universidad de Huelva. Fue becaria de FCE, UBA. Docente en FCE y CBC, UBA. Fue investigadora y
directora de proyectos de investigación de Argentina y de centros académicos de otros países, como Austria, Brasil, Colombia, Cuba,
Ecuador, España y México. Ha trabajado sobre historia económica, historia política y relaciones exteriores de la Argentina: principios del
siglo XIX y desde mediados del siglo XX al presente. Tiene numerosas publicaciones. Ha participado de distintas asociaciones de
historiadores e investigadores de ciencias sociales. En la actualidad es Secretaria Ejecutiva de ADHILAC Internacional.
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Panel #16
Sandra Tausel (University of Innsbruck, Austria): De-

Internment

-toned except the flag, with its faded red
-wide internment order against
Muslim Americans, seventeen-year-old Layla Amin is taken to an unknown location in the desert. On the drive, she realizes that the now
desolate Japanese American internment camp, Manzanar, stretches out before her. Notably the flag remains as a persistent marker of
past injustices which declared USInternment (2019), Samira Ahmed presents
young readers with a seemingly dystopian internment narrative constructed upon real-life political developments, such as the 2017
Japanese Americans interned in camps on US-American soil during World War II, and recalls that internment has a persistent history in
clusivity of the promises of freedom and equality.
The paradoxical relationship to freedom and especially the question of freedom for whom is not only central to Internment but also to
We Are Not Free (2020). The historical young adult novel focuses on Japanese American incarceration and internment and
weaves together the fictional experiences of eleven young protagonists forcibly interned in camps in remote desert locations. While
Ahmed writes about the (not so) dystopian internment of Muslim Americans, Chee reflects on the history of Japanese American
internment. However, both novels depict young characters exposed to racialized and ethnicity-based discrimination, exclusion, and
incarceration. Thus, all protagonists question what it means to be US-American when that same country discriminates against,
incarcerates, and rejects them by virtually revoking their rights as citizens. This paper argues that the fictional lived experiences in Ahmed
-American pattern of inequality, curtailed freedoms, and internment of ethnically diverse people and
Internment and We Are Not Free
demonstrate that the ideal of equality and freedom for all is based on a narrow and exclusive definition of Americanness and that young
adult narratives of internment serve to illustrate this fact. Both novels force readers to envision how racism and its articulation in politics
and government recall a past, a present, and a possible future where internment camps
s
function
to exclude, perpetuate injustice, but also sparks resistance.
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Sandra Tausel is currently a university assistant and Ph.D. candidate in the American Studies Department at the University of Innsbruck,
Austria, where she is working on her research project,
Century. Her research interests include feminist theory, marginalized literatures, and young adult literature. She has completed BAs in
English and American Studies and German Studies and a Joint Degree MA in English and American Studies at the University of Graz,
Austria, and the Universit Paris Diderot, France. In addition, Ms. Tausel was a Fulbright Grantee at Gettysburg College, PA, USA (20142015) and an OeAD grant recipient with an appointment as a lecturer for German as a foreign/second language at the Corvinus University
Budapest, Hungary (2017-2019).
Dagmar Wallenstorfer (University of Graz, Austria): Young Adult Literature and Trauma: Narratives on Human Rights and Cultural Trauma
of Indigenous Children in Residential Schools in the US and Canada
In Canada and the USA, thousands of Indigenous children were taught in residential schools and boarding schools between the late 19th
century and the late 20th century. With attendance made compulsory for First Nation children, many families living in remote areas were
(Dunbar-Ortiz, 2014: 153), as they were forbidden to speak their mother tongues, or practice their religion and culture, while learning
Christian values (Dunbar-Ortiz, 2014:151-153). In her Young Adult Novel My Name Is Not Easy (2011), Debby Dahl Edwardson tells the
story of a boy renamed Luke at the Sacred Heart residential school in Alaska, as his Iñupiaq name is too hard to pronounce for the teaching
nuns and priests. Following Luka and his peers at the school, the author explores the lives of Indigenous children and teenagers in an USAmerican boarding school, and shows how the deprivation of their home culture, and the attempted reeducation of Indigenous children
to Christian values influenced their development. Exploring this fictional novel written for young adults, the topic of boarding schools and
their effects of deprivation of cultural heritage are analyzed from a fictional perspective. The question of representation, as well as
education of issues connected to genocide and racism, and thus caused trauma through novels are explored, and the importance of
accounting and raising of awareness in this context addressed.
Dagmar Wallenstofer is a PhD candidate at the University of Graz, Austria, and project coordinator for the Graz International Summer
School Seggau. From 2016-2018 she worked as a high school teacher for ESL/EFL and Biology in Austria, as well as a German language
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instructor for adults. Her research focuses on the effects of cultural diversity in classroom settings, the relation between culture and
identity, and the question of how teachers can support students in becoming culturally aware members of society.
Nicolangelo Becce (Roma Tre University, Italy)
Displacement
Japanese American post-redress internment narratives have been
2015),
ternment while
revisiting and reworking the represe
have been giving an unprecedented visibility to one of the most contentious events in American history (Creef 2004), as in the case of the
AMC TV series The Terror: Infamy
Second L.A. Quartet (2014 ), and DC Comics: Bombshells (2015-2018). Nevertheless,
They Called Us Enemy
We Hereby Refuse (2021) are still
published with the main goal of demonstrating how important it is to reaffirm the sheer veracity of the internment experience. Yet, another
Displacement (2020), while substantially adhering
to the universally accepted narrative about the internment experience, it also directly challenges the heteronormativity of the model
minority myth by offering a fresh and liberatory representation of the internment from a queer perspective. If the historical reconstruction
n
internment seems both to implicitly support the fictional account offered by Hughes while at same time undermining it exactly for its
exceptionality, the author nonetheless consciously creates a work of fiction as a prosthetic memory (Landsberg 2004) about queer love
in a camp with the goal of keeping alive a conversation about developing an LGBTQ+ historical approach to the internment experience.
Displacement helps readers widen their understanding of the internment
experience by giving voice to an almost completely forgotten aspect of the Japanese American internment history.
Nicolangelo Becce is an Assistant Professor of American Literature at Roma Tre University. He earned his Ph.D. in Comparative Literature
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American Literature at the University of Fukui (Japan). He published essays on American literature, corpus linguistics, the CEFR, American
TV series and graphic novels, and is the author of two books, Apparizioni spiritiche e fantasmi letterari. Il Modern Spiritualism e lo sviluppo
della ghost story (2016) and Positive Outcomes. A Corpus-Based Analysis of a Placement Interview System for EFL Students in Higher
Education (2019). He has recently published essays on Hisaye Yamamoto and Gene Oishi, and he is currently focusing on Japanese
American literature and the literary and media representations of the Japanese American internment experience.
Arwa Elabd (University of Innsbruck, Austria):
George Takei was only five years old, when his parents packed their belongings to travel to a new place. While the little kids enjoyed their
sudden adventure, theirs parents tried their best to hide the fact that they were on their way to an internment camp. When Pearl Harbor
was bombed in 1941, USA declared war on Japan and hence, treated Americans from Japanese descent as a national threat. During this
time, more than 120.000 Japanese-Americans were dislocated from their home into the internment camps which were spread all over
the west coast. In this graphic memoir, the author presents historical facts through his eyes. Even though the conditions were horrific and
traumatizing, George and his siblings have many happy memories in these places. As a teenager, George becomes curious about the
internment camps. He finally starts to understand the institutionalized racism and discrimination behind these facilities. But instead of
coming to terms with his own story, he blames his father for not protesting the status quo, and in fact, worked for the enemies as block
manager. This paper takes a closer look at the representation of injustices from the perspective of innocent children who hardly perceive
historical events. The graphic novel shifts constantly between the naive perspective and the frustrated parents, who are trying their best
to cope with the frustration and humiliation. Connecting his experience to the treatment of asylum seekers on the Mexican-US
borderlands, Takei seeks to raise awareness towards racial injustice.
Arwa Elabd is a PhD candidate at the University of Innsbruck working on literary and cultural studies with a focus on diverse narratives
and representation of mar
program at the University of Vienna, she has collected experience in various educational settings in Spain, in Austria, and as a Fulbright
FLTA at Bowling Green University in Ohio. Besides working on her dissertation, she is also the founder of Bibliobox (www.bibliobox.at),
a project that highlights Black and BIPOC authors.
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Panel #17
Yukyko Takahashi Martínez (Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú; Universitat Autónma de Barcelona, Spain): Tortura y
Contraterrorismo en el Abismo de la Humanidad: Rescatando la Voz de Abu Zubaydah y Mohamedou Ould Slahi
Abu Zubaydah fue el primer detenido por el gobierno estadounidense tras el atentado terrorista del 11-S. También fue el primer prisionero
al que se le aplicaron las Enhanced Interrogation Techniques, un programa validado jurídica y psicológicamente a partir de información
manipulada para justificar la tortura en reemplazo del rapport building con la finalidad de obtener información que pudiese evitar atentados
terroristas inminentes. La ponencia propone recoger los dibujos hechos por Zubaydah en Guantánamo, donde todavía permanece
prisionero, como testimonio de la tortura vivida en manos de los agentes de la CIA encargados de su interrogatorio. Además de los dibujos
publicados en clave de autorretrato, también se analiza el diario que Mohamedou Ould Slahi escribió también desde su cautiverio en
Guantánamo y que fue censurado por el gobierno estadounidense antes de llegar a sus abogados y editor. Slahi permaneció preso más
de una década sin que se presentasen cargos y, a diferencia de Zubaydah, fue liberado en el 2016 y deportado a Mauritania, de donde
no puede salir de por vida. Los documentos desclasificados del Departamento de Justicia, la CIA, y textos de especialistas en Derechos
Humanos darán contexto a la lucha antiterrorista y permitirán, junto a extractos de prensa y herramientas de historia cultural, comprender
y reflexionar acerca de la tortura como un medio sistemático de deshumanización vinculado al contraterrrorismo post 11-S. A partir de
las fuentes presentadas se procurará recuperar la voz de los presos torturados llamando la atención sobre el valor de sus testimonios y
comprender el alcance histórico y humano de la coerción y violencia sistemática, así como la importancia de visibilizar la problemática en
sociedad y las tareas que quedan pendientes.
Yukyko Takahashi Martínez, bachiller (2008) y licenciada en Historia por la Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú (2012), con estudios
de posgrado en la Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona (2011) y actualmente finalizando la Maestría en Historia con especialidad en
Estudios Andinos (2021). Colabora con traducciones y revisiones de publicaciones en varios idiomas.

104

Miriam Pensack (New York University, USA): Para Salir del Infierno: Forging Sovereignty within the U.S Immigrant Detention Regime
idst
the crisis, thousands of Cubans set off in makeshift rafts, or balsas, seeking the continental United States across the straits of Florida.
Many of the balseros never reached their desired destination, however. Tens of thousands were intercepted by the U.S. Coast Guard and
brought to the U.S. Naval Base at Guantánamo Bay on the southeastern tip of the very island they had fled. Washington faced a crisis at
support the sheer number of
balseros the Coast Guard was intercepting at sea. Consequently, in September of 1994 the U.S. Southern Command implemented
Operation Safe Haven, an initiative to transfer approximately 8,600 refugees from GTMO to four new detention camps in the Panama
Canal Zone. The Panamanian government permitted the mission to last for six months, until March of 1995. Subsequently, the Atlantic
Command implemented Operation Safe Passage to return these same migrants to Guantánamo. Crucially, P
immigrant detention in its territory demonstrated a degree of sovereignty over the once U.S.-dominated Canal Zone that Cuba could in
aven and Safe Passage operations
at the level of state interests, the military and NGO personnel who oversaw the missions, and perhaps most significantly, through the
subjectivities of the detained asylum seekers themselves. This exploration draws on diplomatic, military, and psychiatric reports from the
the
quotidian hardships faced by those overseeing and surviving the detention conditions in Guantánamo and the Panama Canal Zone, the
paper probes the possibilities and limits of sovereignty, not only for those states engaged in extraterritorial migrant detention, but for the
refugees who risked extraordinary hardship in pursuit of self-determination over the terms of their own lives.
Miriam Pensack is a doctoral candidate in Latin American History at New York University, where her research focuses on U.S. military
basing in Latin America. Her dissertation is a comparative study of the former Panama Canal Zone and the U.S. Navy Base at Guantánamo
Bay, Cuba, during the late and post-Cold War periods. Her writing on U.S. empire in Latin America, and specifically on Guantánamo, has
appeared in Dissent, The Intercept, Jacobin, and NACLA Report on the Americas. This work included original rapportage from inside the
Guantánamo base, which she conducted during a Joint Task Force ground tour there in 2018.
105

Candice Camargo (Justice for Muslims Collective, USA): Hegemony vs. Resistance: The Legacy of Guantánamo Bay Prison
This quote comes from former Guantánamo prisoner and
French citizen Nizar Sassi who aptly described the apparatus at the prison that effectively stripped him and the other prisoners of any
practicable rights. This, of course, was not an accidental status conferred on the men at Guantánamo, but instead, one that was contrived
and processed through the faux legal systems created for nothing other than projecting the facade of justice. Post 9/11, with national
security narratives abound, Guantánamo Bay prison was treated as an anomaly Missing from this narrative was the fact that Guantánamo, which was historically used by the US to assert military dominance in the
Caribbean, had already been used to indefinitely detain non-white bodies a little over a decade earlier. In 1991, many Haitians fled Haiti
as a result of the coup that overthrew the democratically elected president Jean-Bertrand Aristide. Intercepted by the US Coast Guard
when fleeing, tens of thousands of Haitians were subsequently detained at the Naval base in order to prevent them from declaring asylum
on US soil. Furthermore, the refugees who specifically had HIV were held at a special section in the prison and banned from entering the
US. In 1994, thousands of Cubans leaving Cuba were also forcibly detained at the naval base before being allowed to apply for asylum
in the US. The trajectory of the history of Guantánamo Bay prison is one characterized by hegemony and colonization, but also resistance.
US hegemony is marked by control of Cuban territory - and symbolic of its relationships with many other countries in South and Central
America and the Caribbean. Less widely acknowledged and reflected on, are the ways that those detained at the naval base have resisted
US hegemony and colonialism - one tactic being hunger striking. From the Haitians and Cuban refugees to the Muslim men detained at
Guantánamo, hunger striking has always been about personal agency and the power to the power of life and death away from the state.
It is about giving the state an ultimatum - one detainees have used to challenge the state to change the conditions of detention and the
injustice the detention is rooted in, or face the fallout from their intentional, yet evitable deaths. As debates and efforts to close
Guantánamo have resurfaced under the Biden administration, examining the legacy of prisoner agency and resistance to hegemony and
control, provides critical perspectives from which we must draw on order to finally and permanently close the naval base.
Candice Camargo is a Los Angeles-born organizer currently living in Bogotá, Colombia. For more than a decade, she has coordinated and
collaborated on research, advocacy, communication, popular education, and fundraising campaigns that support social and environmental
justice movements organizing to end US-led violence and safeguard the autonomy and dignity of communities in the Americas. Prior to
joining the SOA Watch staff collective as the Development Coordinator, she was the Executive Director of FOR Peace Presence and
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worked with Witness for Peace in Colombia. Recently, she was part of a research team that wrote and presented the report From the
Beginning to the End: The United States in the Colombian Armed Conflict
margo graduated
from Claremont McKenna College with a degree in Philosophy, Politics, and Economics.
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Non-Academic Program
Human Rights Walk
On Sunday after the parallel panels, participants of the conference have the chance to participate in a walking tour of Graz to the broader
theme of human rights. The meeting point to join the tour is in front of conference venue at Heinrichtstr. 36. Conference staff will bring
the participants to the starting point of the tours. The participants can pick one of the three walks. Please sign up for them at the reception
desk by Saturday:
(1)

Human Rights City Graz: Challenges in Dealing with Diversity in and Uses of Public Spaces
Guide: Joachim Hainzl (XENOS NGO to support socio-cultural diversity)
Tour Starting Point: Platz der Menschenrechte, at the Stadtparkbrunnen, 8020 Graz

(2) City Walk Religion(s) and Migration in the Human Rights City Graz
Guide: Barbara Schmiedl (University of Graz/ PPH Augustinum, independent human rights educator)
Tour Starting Point: Grazer Dom, 8010 Graz
(3) City Walk "Work and Economy in the Human Rights City Graz: Female and International
Guide: Edith Zitz (inspire education and participation)
Tour Starting Point: Lendplatz, Lendmarkt at Mariensäule, 8020 Graz
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An Exhibition: Camps, (In)justice, and Solidarity in the Americas
Location: Gallery Roter Keil (Idlhofgasse 62, 8020 Graz)

Artists: Abdualmalik Abud, Mansoor Adayfi, Sabri Al Qurashi, Muhammad Ansi and Ahmed Rabbani
Curators: Kunstverein Roter Keil - Eva Prechtl, Johannes Herster, Patrik Hämmerle and Paul Lässer
The exhibition is part of the conference and portrays how art functions as a vehicle for a mental escape from the circumstances of
imprisonment. The art exhibited is from painters who began to paint during their imprisonment and by doing so, were able to live a
freedom in the medium that was physically forbidden to them. The aim of the exhibition is to add a visual contribution to the conference
and to give an insight into the circumstances of their imprisonment through the spaces that the painters have created in their pictures.
The art was created from 2010-2016.
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General Information
Locations
Center for Inter-American Studies (C.IAS) of the University of Graz
Elisabethstr. 59/II
8010 Graz

KULTUM Kulturzentrum bei den Minoriten
Mariahilferplatz 3
8010 Graz

AULA of the University of Graz

University of Graz (Mathematics / English/ Geography
Department)
Heinrichstraße 36
8010 Graz

Universitätsplatz 3
8010 Graz
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Reception, Lunch, and Coffee Breaks
Opening and closing reception, lunches, coffee breaks,
Opening Reception
A warm buffet and drinks will be served outside of the AULA after the Opening Ceremony of the conference.
Lunches
On Friday and Saturday, hot lunches will be served at the conference venue outside of the seminar rooms at Heinrichstr. 36 on the ground
floor; this will take place during the lunch breaks indicated in the program.
Coffee Breaks
Coffee, tea, and other drinks will be served with snacks at the conference venue outside of the seminar rooms at Heinrichstr. 36 on the
ground floor during the coffee breaks indicated in the program.

Closing Reception at the Keil Gallery
Sandwiches and drinks will be served at the conference closing at the Keil Gallery.
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Public Transportation and Taxi
Public Transport Graz: www.holding-graz.at
From Jakominiplatz (central transfer point)
Bus:

and Line 31 direction Uni-

From Hotel Weitzer (enter at the stop Kunsthaus )
Tram/Streetcar:
-

line 1 direction Mariatrost

-

line 3 direction Krenngasse

-

line 6 direction St. Peter

-

line 7 direction St. Leonhard/LKH
o to Jakomini and change to get on bus line 30 or 31 (see above)

From main train station (Hauptbahnhof)
Bus
-

Taxi Graz
-

Graz Taxi 24: +43 (0) 316 812 190

-

Graz Taxi 878: +43 (0) 316 878

-

Taxi Graz: +43 (0) 676 510 1993
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Restaurants and Cafés near the University of Graz
Uni Café (at the conference venue)
Heinrichstraße 36
8010 Graz
Parks Café (vegetarian/vegan/ Coffeeshop)
Zinzendorfgasse 4
8010 Graz
Galliano (Pizza/Italian)
Harrachgasse 22
8010 Graz
Dean & David (Salad and Bowl Bar)
Zinzendorfgasse 30
8010 Graz
Beanery Speciality Coffee Bar (Coffeeshop)
Zinzendorfgasse 20
8010 Graz
Auer Café & Bakery
Zinzendorfgasse 29
8010 Graz
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Contact
General Contact: Center for Inter-American Studies (C.IAS)

Elisabethstr. 59/2
8010 Graz
Email: camps2022@uni-graz.at
Conference Organizers Contact:
Nicole Haring (Center for Inter-American Studies, University of Graz)
Email: nicole.haring@uni-graz.at
Telephone (message, WhatsApp, call): + 43 (0) 650 444 7291
Christian Cwik (Center for Inter-American Studies, University of Graz) (Español)
Email: christian.cwik@uni-graz.at
Telephone (call, message): +43 (0) 680 213 4676

114

Academic Board
Roberta Maierhofer
Roberta Maierhofer is Professor of American Studies and Director of the Center for Inter-American Studies (C.IAS) at the
University of Graz, Austria. From 1999 to 2011, she held a series of Vice-Rector positions for International Relations (19992003), International Relations and Affirmative Action for Women (2003-2007), and International Relations and
Interdisciplinary Cooperation (2007-2011). Her expertise in regional and interregional collaboration has been fundamental
to her leadership role at the Center for Inter-American Studies, which she has directed since February 2007, and
determined how the University of Graz established a second regional focus area in terms of North-, Central- and South
America in 2012. She also acts as a co-advisor in terms of the Joint Degree in English and American Studies. Since 2004,
she has been directing the Graz International Summer School Seggau, which was established as an interdisciplinary and
intercultural platform in the fields of European and Inter-American Studies.
Don E. Walicek
BA in Cultural Anthropology and an MA in Latin American Studies at the University of Texas at Austin. He was awarded
his PhD in English from the University of Puerto Rico. Much of his research has focus on issues of language, migration, and
social life in the Caribbean, in particular Anguilla, Cuba, and the Dominican Republic. His publications include Guantánamo
and American Empire: The Humanities Respond (2018) and an issue of the Caribbean Studies journal Sargasso titled,
-edited with Jessica Adams. In 2019, he was a Fulbright Scholar at the
University of Graz and a Fellow of the American Council of Learned Societies. He has acted as editor of the Caribbean
studies journal Sargasso since 2009.
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Christian Cwik
Christian Cwik is a historian for Latin American and Caribbean. He graduated from the University of Vienna, where he earned
a PhD in history and philosophy with an emphasis on African and Jewish Diaspora, Slave-trade and slavery as well as Shoahistory. Before joining the Center for Inter-American Studies at the University of Graz in 2019 he was lecturer at the
University of the West Indies in Trinidad and Tobago, invited Professor at the University of Havana, the University of
Cartagena de Indias in Colombia and Professor for Colonial Ibero-American history at the Bolivarian University of Venezuela
in Caracas. In addition, he was substitute Professor at Cologne and Erfurt University in Germany. About interment and
repression during the Shoa and aftermath he has published several books and articles, among them De Vienna a Barranquilla: huida al
exilio caribeno, 1938/39 (with Verena Muth 2012), European refugees in the wider Caribbean in the context of World War II (with Verena
Muth 2017), Las relaciones bilaterales en perspectiva histórica, 1504-2017 (2019) and Diktaturen im Zeitalter des Kalten Krieges (with
Hans-Joachim König and Stefan Rinke 2020).
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Organizational Committee
Nicole Haring
Nicole Haring is a PhD candidate at the Center for Inter-American Studies at the University of Graz, Austria. She holds two
m
University of Graz. Her research interests focus on feminist theory and pedagogy, gender studies, and cultural gerontology.
She received a Fulbright Scholarship for the University of Oklahoma and the Elisabeth-List Fellowship for Gender Studies
from the University of Graz. Currently, she holds a doctoral fellowship from the Austrian Academy of Science to work on
her dissertation project on intergenerational storytelling on gender. Additionally, she is researcher in the MascAge Project
(www.mascage.eu) and part of the Erasmus+ project DigLit (www.diglit.eu). She has published on intersectional feminist
theory and is the co-editor of the transcript publication Gender and Age/Ageing in Popular Culture (forthcoming end of
2022).
Frederick Reinprecht
Frederick Reinprecht is a graduate student of English and American Studies at the University of Graz who supports the
Centre of Inter-American Studies in the capacity of a project assistant, mainly as the editor of the Off Campus: Seggau
School of Thought publication series. His academic interests revolve around the representation of space, nature and socioeconomic realities of US-American culture in literature, film, and music. He is currently finishing his master s thesis, titled
Fear and Loathing in the Anthropocene: Commodified Nature, Space, and the Role of the Journalist in the Literature of
Hunter S. Thompson .
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International Advisory Board
Jessica Adams
Jessica Adams graduated from Bryn Mawr College, where she majored in English, and Tulane University, where she earned a PhD in
English with a focus on US literature, Post-Colonial Studies, and Performance. Before joining the English Department in the College of
General Studies at the University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus, she taught at Tulane University, the University of Michigan, the
University of California Berkeley, and the University of the Virgin Islands in St. Thomas. In addition to publishing essays, short stories, and
poetry, she is the coeditor, with Don E. Walicek, of Guantánamo and American Empire: The Humanities Respond (2018), and a special
issue of the journal Sargasso
also the author of Wounds of Returning: Race, Memory, and
Property on the Post-Slavery Plantation (2007), and coeditor of Just Below South: Intercultural Performance in the Caribbean and the U.S.
South (2007) and Revolutionary Freedoms: A History of Survival, Strength, and Imagination in Haiti (2006), among other works.
Sergio Guerra Vilaboy
Cuban historian, Professor of History of Latin America and Director of the Department of History of the University of Havana, President
of the Association of Latin American and Caribbean Historians (ADHILAC) and Full Member of the Academy of History of Cuba and
Correspondent of that of Ecuador. Ph. D. in History from the University of Leipzig (Germany). He is director of the doctoral program in
History at the University of Havana. Author of more than five hundred articles, essays and books on Latin American history, among them:
Paraguay, from independence to imperialist domination (1984), Five centuries of Latin American historiography (2009) and Latin America
after independence. From the Capitulation of Ayacucho to the Mexican Revolution (2019). In 2018, he received the National Prize for
Social and Humanistic Sciences of the Republic of Cuba.
Eric Jennings
Eric Jennings is professor of history at the University of Toronto (Victoria College). His books include Escape from Vichy: The Refugee
Exodus to the French Caribbean (Harvard UP, 2018), Perspectives on French Colonial Madagascar (Palgrave, 2017); Free French Africa
in World War II (Cambridge UP, 2015), Imperial Heights: Dalat and the Making and Undoing of French Indochina (California, 2011), Curing
the Colonizers (Duke, 2006), and Vichy in the Tropics (Stanford, 2001). He co-edited
(Odile Jacob, 2004)
with Jacques Cantier. His books have all been translated into French, and one into Vietnamese.
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Alexandra S. Moore
Alexandra S. Moore is Professor of English and Director of the Human Rights Institute and Kaschak Institute for Social Justice for Women
and Girls at Binghamton University. Her most recent publications include the monograph, Vulnerability and Security in Human Rights
Literature and Visual Culture (2015) and several edited collections, including Writing Beyond the State: Post-Sovereign Approaches to
Human Rights to Literature and Culture (with Samantha Pinto, 2020), Witnessing Torture: Perspectives of Survivors and Human Rights
Workers (with Elizabeth Swanson, 2018), and The Routledge Companion to Literature and Human Rights (with Sophia A. McClennen,
2015). She publishes widely on representations of human rights violations in contemporary literature and film. Her current research is on
the cultural afterlives of the Rendition, Detention, and Interrogation program in the war on terror.
Alma Simounet
Alma Simounet is Professor of English and Linguistics in the College of Humanities at the Río Piedras Campus of the University of Puerto
Rico since 1968. She has published and still works in the areas of ethnolinguistics, bilingualism, language and identity, and discourse
analysis. She was Chair of the Department of English from 2015 to 2018.
Esther Whitfield
Esther Whitfield is Associate Professor of Comparative Literature and Hispanic Studies at Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island,
USA. She is author of Cub
(University of Minnesota Press, 2008); coeditor with Jacqueline Loss of New Short Fiction from Cuba (2008); and co-editor with Anke Birkenmaier of a collection of essays on post1989 Havana, Havana Beyond the Ruins (2011). She has published articles on literary writing in post-Soviet Cuba and borders, visibility
and surveillance at the Guantánamo
New Nowhich proposes reading the U.S. naval base at Guantánamo and the surrounding areas of Eastern Cuba as a borderland region that shares
a natural environment, a marking of human lives by isolation, and a body of literature and art privileging survival over political hostility.
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